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Local Rules of the District Courts o6Grimes County
PURPOSE

The Local Rules of the District Courts of Grimes Canty have as their
primary purpose the management of the court docketsin a fair, just,
equitable and impartial manner. These rules are degned to be an aid in
achieving that goal and to do so in a timely and eaomical manner.

RULE 1

APPLICATION, JURISDICTION AND ASSIGNMENT OF CASES

RULE 1.1 APPLICATION

These rules apply to all cases, civil, criminald &mily, of which the District Courts have exchsijurisdiction.

RULE 1.2 JURISDICTION

Exclusive jurisdiction of District Courts encompassnatters defined by the constitution, statuteage law as the
sole province of District Courts.

RULE 1.3 ASSIGNMENT OF CASES

A. Equal Assignment

The District Clerk shall assign cases equally amtrg District Courts on a mandatory rotation basiess
specifically instructed otherwise by these rulebythe Board of Judges.

B. Assignment of Exclusive Jurisdiction Cases
The District Clerk shall assign cases of exclugivesdiction to the District Courts.
C. Assignment of Juvenile Cases

The District Clerk shall assign all Juvenile caethe County Court.
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RULE 2

LOCAL ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT JUDGE, BOARD OF JUDGES AND RULES
OF DECORUM

RULE 2.1 POWERS AND DUTIES OF LOCAL ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICT JUDGE

A. Election of the Administrative Judge

Pursuant to_Section 74.091 of the Texas GovernrGexte a majority of the District Judges will elect adab
Administrative District Judge for a one-year tertrttee December meeting of each year to commenc#&nnary
1st of the following year.

B. Duties

The Local Administrative District Judge will haveetduties and responsibilities provided in Rule ¢he Rules of
Judicial Administration, the Regional AdministraiRules and these rules.

RULE 2.2 BOARD OF JUDGES

The Board of Judges shall consist of the JudgekeoDistrict Courts. The board shall meet to discand resolve
guestions that are of common concern to all ofleenbers thereof. The Local Administrative Distdatige or any
member of the Board of Judges may call meetingb@board as needed. The Local Administrative Risfiudge
shall preside over such meetings; and in his alesemtemporary Chairperson may be elected by arityafd the
quorum.

RULE 2.3 RULES OF DECORUM

The Judges have a duty to maintain order and pragasrum in the courtroom. The Board of Judgee lzopted
the Rules of Decorum set forthAddendum 1to these rules which shall apply to all attornagd others appearing
in the courtrooms of Grimes County. The rules rayenforced by contempt or referral to the Statedd exas
for grievance proceedings, or both, as the judgendeproper.

RULE 3

CIVIL CASES

RULE 3.1 GENERAL

All civil cases which the District Courts of Grim&ounty have exclusive jurisdiction shall be filedthe District
Clerk's office located at 1010 Hwy 90 South, PO B84, Anderson, Texas 77830. Even numbers shasbigned
to cases filed in the ¥District Court and odd numbers shall be assignezhses filed in the 2¥District Court.

RULE 3.2 TRANSFER OF CASES; DOCKET EXCHANGE; BENCH EXCHANGE

A. Transfer

After assignment to a particular court, a case bwyransferred to another court by order of thegduaf the court
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in which the case is pending with the consent efXirdge of the court to which it is transferred.
B. Exchange of Cases

The courts may at any time exchange cases and égiichaccommodate their dockets or to expeditecoioet's
trials, as permitted by law.

C. Previous Judgment or filing

Any claim for relief based upon a previous judgm&mill be assigned to the court of original judgindra case is
filed in which there is a substantial identity @frfies and causes of action in a previously noteduiase, the later
case shall be assigned to the court where the qage was pending.

D. Consolidation

A motion to consolidate cases shall be heard ircthet where the lowest numbered case is pendirige Imotion
is granted, the consolidated case will be givemilmaber of the lowest numbered case and assigribdttoourt.

E. Severance

If a severance is granted, the new case will bigaag to the court where the original case is pagidinowever, a
new file date and a new cause number will be assigm the now severed case.

F. Presiding for another Judge
In all cases where a judge presides for anothat,atwe case shall remain pending in the origiairt
G. Removal to District Court

A case that has been assigned to a County Cougvain error, because the subject matter is witha exclusive
jurisdiction of the District Courts, will be retued to the District Clerk for reassignment.

H. Prove-up Divorce Cases and Default Cases
Uncontested divorce cases, default judgments,ha@ratncontested matters, may be heard by eithdbedDistrict

Judges or the Judge of the County Court at Latheifludge assigned the case is unavailable, subjtot
requirements of jurisdiction.

RULE 3.3 SERVICE OF PROCESS

The Courts have adopted a blanket order permittitgate service of process pursuant to Rule 10thefTexas
Rules of Civil ProcedureApplications for approval to be added to the ksiall be presented to the local
administrative judge. A list of approved privategess servers is maintained in the District CiefBffice.

RULE 3.4 REQUESTS OF THE DISTRICT CLERK

A. Written Requests

All parties desiring copies of documents from thistiict Clerk shall furnish the clerk return enveés properly

addressed and stamped. Except as provided elsewhdteese rules, no conformed copies shall be nwde
furnished nor shall searches or research be pegfbrfior counsel or the public, free of charge. Alihreceived

with postage due will be returned to sender.
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B. Telephone Requests
The court clerk shall limit response to telephoeguests for information to the following:
If answer has been filed.
Existence of case on file.
Return of service and date.
Correct style of case when correct case numbeipiglied.
If an order has been signed.
Whether or not a jury fee has been paid and afgtayment.

Whether or not a specific documead heen filed. But this does not authorize arfiglExpedition.

RULE 3.5 GUARDIANS AND ATTORNEYS AD LITEM

When it is necessary for the court to appoint adjaa ad litem for minor or incompetent partiesaorattorney ad
litem for absent parties, independent counselsnggested by any of the parties or their counséllper appointed.
However, the court may appoint an attorney whdrisaaly counsel of record for one of the partiehéf court finds
that no conflict of interest or other circumstanegist which would prevent such attorney from pdiv adequate
representation for such minor, incompetent or abdefendant.

RULE 3.6 DOCKET SETTINGS

A. Court Coordinator/Administrator

Each court shall appoint a court coordinator/adstiator. It shall be the duty of each court
coordinator/administrator to:

Provide the court, the clerk assigned to that palgr court and the general public with a printedleét of
the cases set for a hearing for each day of court;

Notify all counsel of settings and rulings of treud as is provided by these rules or at the doaatf the
court;

Prepare scheduling orders for cases assigneditacthet;
Coordinate all setting requests; and

Coordinate with the Juror Coordinator of the DdtriClerk's office concerning jury trials and jury
requirements.

B. Setting Requests

Requests for hearings and trials in the Districui@®shall be made in writing to the court in whitle matter is
pending, and the attorneys making such request stiade all counsel and parties appearing pro $e matice of
the setting request. The setting request shah biee form set forth iddendum 2, attached to these rules. If the
setting request is approved, the court coordinatibconfirm the setting in writing.
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C. Docket Control Orders

Each court may generate docket control ordersdoh eivil case pending. The order shall contairieh $etting, cut
off date for discovery, pretrial conference datd any other requirements as established by eadlidodl court.

D. Calendars

Court calendars are established by th® dad 278 Judicial District Courts for each calendar yeat tet forth the
availability of the respective courts for trialsather hearings in the counties of Grimes, Walkéadison and Leon.
Copies of these calendars may be obtained frorDisteict Clerk or Court Coordinator.

.RULE 3.7 Pre-Trial Motions

A. Pre-Trial Motions (Non Summary Judgment)

Form

Motions and responses shall be in writing and shallaccompanied by a proposed order granting or
denying the relief sought. The proposed order sfeal separate instrument.

Response

Responses shall be in writing. Responses shalildgt before the hearing date. Failure to file gooese
may be considered a representation of no oppositlmeply may be filed at any time after a respoiss
filed prior to the court’s ruling.

Certificate of Conference
Opposed motions and responses shall contain afi€asei of Conference indicating that the counsel

involved have attempted to resolve the disputerpadiling of the motion or response, the dateso€h
attempt and the manner of communication of sucat@mpt, or any other requirement of the court.

B. Pre-Trial Motions (Summary Judgment Rule 166(t TRCP)

Motion

The motion shall state the specific grounds thereafiumerical order and shall state the specifisfa

relied upon in each ground, identify the sourcéhoke facts, and specify where in the summary jeggm

evidence the facts are found. The motion shaltaiora clear and concise argument for each groutid w
appropriate citations to authorities relied upod apecific references to the summary judgment eviee

Response

The response shall address the motion in the saimenical order established in the motion for sunymar
judgment. The response shall state the specifits feelied upon, identify the source of those faatsd
specify where in the summary judgment evidencefdles are found. The response shall set out a clea
and concise argument with appropriate citationsuthorities relied upon and specific referencethto
summary judgment evidence.
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RULE 3.8 ALTERNATE DISPUTE RESOLUTION AND MEDIATIO N

A. Alternate Dispute Resolution

In order to encourage the early settlement of despand to carry out the responsibilities of thartoas set out in
Chapter 154 of the Texas Civil Practices and Reese@iode, appropriate alternative dispute resolygrocedures
will be encouraged and utilized.

B. Mediation

The courts encourage mediation in order to fatdithe settlement of disputes and litigation. Eeatrt shall adopt

a procedure for the use of mediation in all ciabes. It is in the sound discretion of the trialrtevhom to use as a
mediator and the procedures for same.

RULE 3.9 CONTINUANCES

Any motion for continuance of the trial setting Blee presented to the court pursuant to the T&ass of Civil
Procedure. The proposed order granting or denyie snotion shall contain a provision for resettthg case for
trial on a specific date and time.

RULE 3.10 SETTLEMENTS

All trial counsel are required to make a bona fdert to settle cases at the earliest possible bafore trial. The
court will expect counsel to confer with his/heient and with opposing counsel concerning settldraffars. When
an attorney settles or dismisses a case that fersgeial, he shall give notice to the court ass@s possible.

RULE 3.11 MOTIONS IN LIMINE

The Standing Order in Limine attached hereto asddendum 3 shall apply to all civil cases tried in the Distri
Courts of Grimes County and should counsel dekatadditional matters be included a motion willrbguired.

RULE 3.12 JURY CHARGE, DEFINITIONS, INSTRUCTIONS AND QUESTIONS

Each party shall prepare in proper written form anelsent to the court prior to trial or the juryestion all jury
charge definitions, instructions and questions Wwrdace expected to be raised by the pleadings aigrene and
upon which the party has an affirmative burden. Tharge shall be provided in both written form amda 3.25
computer disc, CD-ROM, or other pre-approved media.

RULE 3.13 VOIR DIRE

The District Clerk shall align the Juror InfornwtiCards in numerical order and seat the paneliinenical order.
The Judge will qualify the panel and accept oratefmy excuses. After the final panel is deterhjribe attorneys
must make their decision on whether or not a sbaufill be requested. The court will recess theepam give the
clerk time to copy the jury cards and to make a fistnof names of jurors, either in shuffled oraerin numerical
order. When the new list is completed and cargbsecbthe clerk will re-seat the jury according e ist and voir
dire will begin. The attorneys and judge will berfished a copy of the list and jury informationdsr

Challenges for cause will be made after all padiescompleted with their voir dire examinatiortlud panel. After
all counsel have completed their voir dire examamgtthe attorneys will be asked to approach thecBe Counsel
will be asked in turn for the Juror Number of theors whom they wish to challenge for cause. nithie opinion of
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the Court, sufficient evidence has been adducedipport a ruling, the challenge will be grantedienied without
further questions. Otherwise, the panel membdrbeilcalled to the Bench and each counsel willllmvad a few
guestions. The panel member will then be excusedturn to their seat, and the challenge will led on outside
the presence of the panel member.

If any panel member responds to questions durimgdiee examination in a manner which makes it ckbat they
possess such strong opinions that a challenge &@uae will clearly be good, and there exists asipdiy that
further responses may “poison” the entire panelnsel should diplomatically terminate the inquinydaavoid
further inquiries in the presence of the paneladf¥erse counsel has a good-faith belief that #repmember can
be rehabilitated, it will be pursued on an indiatibasis after the general voir dire examination.

Counsel will be allowed to tell the panel what themntentions are in order to provide a contexttf@ir voir dire
examination. Detailed recitations of facts shcaddreserved for opening statement.

If panel members ask counsel about the existendesafance or any other specific factual matteunsel should
direct the question to the Court.

RULE 3.14 DISMISSAL DOCKET; INVOLUNTARY DISMISSALS

A. Time Standards for Civil Case Dispositions

A. Civil Jury Cases

All civil jury cases shall be tried or dismissedhim 18 months from appearance date.

B. Civil Non Jury Cases

All civil non-jury cases shall be tried or dismids&ithin 12 months from appearance day.
B. Dismissal Dockets

All cases not brought to trial or otherwise disgb&¢ which have been on file for more than the #mettime
period as established by these rules shall be ghlacehe dismissal docket by the Court.

C. Notice

When a case has been placed on the dismissal dtoketourt shall promptly send notice of the ceuritention to
dismiss for want of prosecution to each attorneseobrd and pro se party whose address is shotireidlerk's file.
A copy of such notice shall be filed with the papef the cause.

D. Motion to Retain

Unless a written motion to retain has been fileidmpto the dismissal date as set forth in the moti€ intention to
dismiss, such case shall be dismissed. Noticeeokiining of the order of dismissal shall be giasnrequired by
Rule 165a of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedirailure to mail notices as set out above shallaffect any of the
periods mentioned iRule 306a of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedexeept as provided in that rule.

E. Motion for Reinstatement

A motion for reinstatement after dismissal shallofe the procedure and be governed by the provisioiRule
165a of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedtetating to reinstatement.
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RULE 4

FAMILY LAW CASES

RULE 4.1 GENERAL

The filing, assignment, and transfer of cases umiderFamily Code shall be in accordance with Rulef these
rules. All cases filed pursuant to the Family Casteall be governed by Rule 3 and 4 of these rules.

RULE 4.2 TIME STANDARDS FOR FAMILY LAW CASE DISPOSI TION

Cases shall be tried or dismissed within 6 montbshfthe appearance date or within 6 months fronekmration
of the waiting period provided by the Family Codkeene such is required, whichever is later. Cast¢goncluded
within these time periods will be placed on therbissal For Want of Prosecution Docket.

RULE 4.3 JUVENILE CASES

The Juvenile Board of Grimes County has desigrifmedounty Court as the Juvenile Court of Grimear®@y
Rules for the disposition of juvenile cases willdiopted by the Juvenile Court in conformity withl&®1 of the
Second Administrative Judicial Region of Texas Regl Rules of Administration and Title 3 of the Bexramily
Code. These cases shall be filed in the Distrietks office pursuant to rules established by theedile Judge and
District Clerk, copies of these rules may be oladifrom the Juvenile Judge.

RULE 4.4 DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY AND PROTECTIVE SERV ICES CASES (Child Protective
Services)

Disposition of Texas Department of Family and Fetite Services {CPS} cases shall be in conformitth those
provisions set forth in Title 5 of the Texas Familgde. These cases shall be filed in the Distrair of Grimes
County in accordance with Rule 1 of these Rules.

RULE 4.5 TEMPORARY ORDERS

A. Except in emergencies when the District Clerkgefis not open for business, no application fomiediate or
temporary relief shall be presented to a judgd itritas been filed and assigned to a Court. dfjtldge of the court
to which such case is assigned is absent or ipiedwvith other matters, the coordinator of theégasesd court shall
insert a date and hour for hearing in any form pf@posed order before such application may beepted to any
other Judge, who may sit for the Judge of the tcouwhich the case is pending and shall make aitlswand

process returnable to the assigned court.

B. Whenever immediate action of a Judge is requimedn emergency when the clerk’s office is not ofen
business, the case shall at the earliest practidabé be docketed and assigned to a court, awritdl and process
shall be returnable to the assigned court. If Jhdge of such court is not available to hear thaiegtion for
temporary relief at the time set, any court wittigdiction may preside in this case.

RULE 4.6 EX PARTE ORDERS

A. All applications for ex parte relief shall be pretes to the court to which the case is assignelésaremergency
circumstances exist and then shall be presentadciordance with Paragraph 4.5.B.
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B. In any case in which counsel of record for themoving party has been designated, said applicatiatl be
presented to said counsel by fax, hand deliveryptber method of service designed to give opposmgnsel
immediate notification, in addition to the requiremis of Rule 21a TRCP.

RULE 4.7 STANDING TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDERS

A. The court hereby ORDERS that in all divorce sfiiésl, a Standing Temporary Restraining Orderttia form
attached hereto a&ddendum 6 is imposed on all parties to the suit. All petis for Divorce shall contain a
statement signed by the Petitioner evidencing peadia copy of the Standing Temporary Restraif®nger, and in
the absence of such paragraph, it shall be DEEMED Petitioner, by invoking the Court’s jurisdiaiiohas
constructive notice of the Standing Temporary Résing Order and subjects himself or herself to it.

B. The clerk of this court shall attach, to eacht@in to be served, a copy of the Standing TempdRastraining
Order. Said Standing Temporary Restraining Ordiexdl ecome effective on the Respondent when acitais
served, a waiver of citation is signed, or actudlae in some other manner is received.

C. The Standing Restraining Order remains effectivil the temporary hearing, if any, or if a tempgréearing
is not requested by either party, until the finahfing. Should a temporary hearing be requestegitbgr party,
then the court shall determine whether the Standiemporary Order shall remain in effect until tieaf hearing
and absent a ruling of the court to the contrdrg, $tanding Restraining Order shall remain effectintil the final
hearing.

RULE 4.8 PROPOSED PROPERTY DIVISIONS AND PROPOSECSUPPORT DECISIONS

A. Filing

Proposed Property Division Statementshall be filed in all domestic relations casestedl to divorceProposed
Support Decision Statementsshall be filed in all cases involving modificatimf conservatorship, support or
periods of possession. These proposals shallrbésified in the format set forth &ddendum 4 and 5attached to
these rules as set forth in paragraphs B. and C.

B. Temporary Orders

In any hearing for temporary orders in which chilgpport or spousal support is an issue, completimhexchange
of Proposed Support Decision Statementis required prior to commencement of the hearinthenform set forth
in Addendum 5 attached to these rules.

C. Trial

A party's final Proposed Support Decision Statemeagarding child support and a Proposed Propeirtisibn
Statement shall be exchanged no later than tenddy® before trial, or as required by the docketrod order, and
filed with the court before the commencement ddltri This proposed division of assets and liab#itand the
proposed findings regarding support shall be finedsin the format set forth iAddendum 4 and Addendum 5
attached to these rules.

D. Failure to file Proposed Property Division and Poposed Support Decision Statements.

Failure of either party to file Proposed Properiyi§lon and Support Division Statements may resulthe court
adopting as stipulated the information filed by ttemplying party. The non-complying party will beopibited
from contesting the accuracy of the informationspreed by the complying party. If both parties faitomply with
these rules, the court may dismiss the case fremidlcket.
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RULE 4.9 PARENT EDUCATION AND COUNSELING

Referral may be made in suits affecting the pacéiltd relationship requiring the parents' attendamt an

educational program for divorcing parents. In th&cretion of the court, such a referral may disomade for

parents involved in modification or enforcemerightion. Counseling may also be ordered in appadprcases as
authorized by the Family Code, including refermahtfamily violence program pursuant to a protectvder under
Chapter 71 of the Family Code.

RULE 4.10 DISCOVERY

In all cases the following items shall be exchang@tiin thirty days, without objection, upon a vigih request of
counsel. Failure to exchange these items maytriesséinctions being imposed on the attorney, aiypar both, as
the court deems proper, to wit:

Income tax returns for the previtws years.

Copies of all insurance polices, including homéoalife and medical.

Copies of all promissory notes, deeds of trust dedds evidencing ownership of real estate, inctudin
contract for deeds and time sharing contracts.

Copies of all stocks, mutual fund participation amgestment portfolios held by the party, in theneaof
the parties, or for the benefit of either parties.

Copies of all documents concerning employee beneétirement benefits and pension funds.

The preceding six (6) months statements for alflitreard accounts in the name of the parties, treei
party.

Wage statements or statement showing year to daténgs of the party.

RULE 4.11 CHILD SUPPORT LOCAL REGISTRY

Pursuant t8 154.241 of the Texas Family Codke District Clerk of Grimes County is designatesithe Local
Registry to receive a court ordered child suppaynpent or payment otherwise authorized by law.
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RULE 5

CRIMINAL CASES

RULE 5.1 GRAND JURIES AND ASSIGNMENT OF CASES

A. Grand Juries

The 278" Judicial District Court shall select and imparte Grand Jury for the January term of court andi@{e
Judicial District Court shall select and impane tBrand Jury for the July term of court. The gramis shall hold
all of their meetings in the Grimes County Courts®uor Courthouse Annex in the Commissioners CRadm.
The commissioner method of selection shall bezeiili

B. Grand Jury Minute Book

The rules regarding presentment of indictments Brand Jury to the District Court are set forthAmicles 20.21
and 20.22 of the Code of Criminal Procedure. Aet20.21 requires that the Foreperson of the Gdamg shall
deliver the indictments to the Judge or Districei®land that at least nine members of the grangd uust be
present when the delivery is made. Article 20.2Quires that the fact of presentment be entered thm minutes
of the court. The “minutes of the court” are caméa in the Grand Jury Minute Book. The Grand Miyute

Book shall remain in the custody of the Districefk at all times except when the Grand Jury iseiss®n. The
Grand Jury Minute Book is not a secret book or doemnt.

When the grand jury begins a session, the DigBietk shall have all members present sign the Gdang Minute
Book as proof of their presence at the sessiontandake a record of the fact that a quorum waseprteat the
session. The District Clerk shall then deliver bwok to the Secretary of the Grand Jury. Wherua bill of

indictment is voted in the affirmative by at leagte members of the Grand Jury, the following infation shall be
entered by the Secretary of the Grand Jury in tle¢Jury Minute Book, and nothing else, to wit:

1. the date of the session;
2. name of the person indicted;
3. offense; and
4. names of thnesses upon which the indictment is founded.

If the defendant is not in custody or under bonthattime of the presentment of the indictment,rupuest of the
District Attorney, the entry of the name of theatedant in the book may be delayed until such timtha capias is
served and the defendant is placed in custody @erdmond, at which time the name of the defendahbe entered
in the book by the District Clerk. It is the dudf the District Clerk to verify that the indictmandelivered to the
clerk conform with the information contained in tBeand Jury Minute Book. If there is a variangeshould be
called to the attention of the Secretary, Forepeesw District Attorney immediately.

When a defendant is “no-billed”, meaning that aecass presented to the grand jury regarding arviohail and
less than nine affirmative votes were given forue till of indictment, &Certificate of No-Bill shall be signed by
the Foreperson certifying that the case was preddntthe Grand Jury and that a no-bill was retirn&he District
Clerk shall handle the certificates as follows:

A. Defendant Under Arrest: If the defendant is under arrest, a copy of teeifecate shall be
delivered to the Sheriff and the Defendant immexdyat

B. Defendant Under Bond: A copy of the certificate shall be deliveredte t
surety (bondsman) and the defendant immediately.
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C. All other certificates shall be held by the clarkder seal, unless ordered released by the
District Court.

C. Assignment of Cases After Indictment

Except as otherwise provided in this Rule, the IC&Tall equally distribute every criminal casediley indictment
into the two District Courts. Even numbered castesil be assigned to the"District Court and odd numbered
cases shall be assigned to the"2D&strict court.

Capital cases shall be assigned on an independgatipnal basis among the District Courts.

D. New Indictments After Assignment

After assignment, the clerk shall assign any nediciment against a defendant to the same court.

E. Re-indictments

The clerk shall assign any re-indictment of the salefendant to the same court in which the pridictment was
assigned.

F. Co-Defendant Indictment

The clerk, after random assignment of an indictnterg court shall assign any co-defendant subséiguedicted
to the same court in which the first co-defendanti&ctment was assigned.

G. Information to the District Clerk
The District Attorney shall note on a non-substanpart of the indictment the following information
Whether there are other pending indicted casebedefendant;
Whether the indictment is a re-indictment and;
The names of any co-defendants not named in thetinent.
The District Attorney shall also furnish the cléniformation in writing as to whether or not a ndarslard
bond will be sought by the State and the factoppetting same. Failure to furnish the informatioi

result in a bond amount in accordance with the B8cldedule.

RULE 5.2 STANDING BOND SCHEDULES

Bonds will be set on each criminal case in accardanith the Bond Schedule attached heretéd\édendum 7
unless the District Attorney furnishes informationwriting to the court justifying an exception. h& court may
also, in a proper case, dispense with the requineiesureties and require only the personal reizagee of the
defendant, with or without conditions.

RULE 5.3 BOND SURRENDER

Sureties requesting a release on their liabilityaoBail Bond must complete the Affidavit to Rele&grety and
present the completed affidavit to the District gedhat the Defendants case is assigned to. Time &md
requirements for release is attached herefdibendum 8. The District Attorney shall be served with a cayithe
Affidavit.



Page 13

RULE 5.4 BOND FORFEITURE

Bonds will be forfeited on all defendants who da appear in court when scheduled or otherwise edigy appear
in court. The name of the Defendant will be caliete times at the courtroom door by the Bailiffl af there is no
answer the bond will be forfeited and a capiasdddwy the clerk for his arrest. It is the dutytleg District Clerk to
prepare a Judgment Nisi with the aid of the DistAttorney. The Judgment Nisi proceedings willdmeketed as a
civil matter in the court that ordered the forfegand the defendant and his sureties shall bedaevith citation.
After the surety files an answer or defaults, thetridt clerk shall notify the proper court coordior for a trial
setting to be docketed. The sureties shall bendgiedy-five days advance notice of any trial segti

RULE 5.5 POST CONVICTION PROCEEDINGS

The clerk shall file any motion to revoke probatimmany post-conviction application for writ of hes corpus in
the court having granted probation or enteredullgment in the case.

RULE 5.6 ARRAIGNMENT

Defendants shall be arraigned at the earliest plessme after indictment. Presence of the defahdamandatory
at arraignment unless excused by the court. Atigmment a scheduling order shall be entered getliscovery
deadlines, dates of pretrial hearing, docket cal @ial date.

RULE 5.7 SCHEDULING ORDER

Each court will adopt a scheduling order that sbhalldelivered to the defendant and counsel atgamzent. The
defendant and his counsel and counsel for the sketiésign the scheduling order.

RULE 5.8 STANDING DISCOVERY ORDER

A standing discovery order is entered in each aseme of arraignment. The discovery order shatl ferth
procedures for the exchange of information, evidenspection, expert designations and deadlinesnaply with
the discovery order. The Standing Discovery Orsleet forth inAddendum 9, attached hereto.

RULE 5.9 PRETRIAL HEARING

The pretrial hearing shall be held within sixty Y@lays from date of arraignment. All matters pnitiary to actual
trial on the merits must be brought to the attentibthe court at this hearing.

RULE 5.10 DOCKET CALL

The court coordinator shall prepare a list of @ée&s on the trial docket. The defendant and hissswshall be
present and announce ready or not ready. An ameowent of “not ready” must be accompanied by a anofbr
continuance.

RULE 5.11 MOTIONS FOR CONTINUANCE

All motions for continuance, whether filed by thé&at® or the Defendant, must comply with the appliedaw
contained in the Code of Criminal Procedure andtrbaspresented to and considered by the courtdordance
with the scheduling order. Except for good causemshand upon compliance with these rules, the cshatl not
consider any motion for continuance on the schetllal date.
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RULE 5.12 PLEA BARGAINS

If a plea bargain is made on a case set for thalplea must be submitted to the court prior éodéate jury selection
is to commence. The courts will not approve a plaaain that is not submitted and completed pgdatate of jury
selection.

RULE 5.13 STANDING ORDER IN LIMINE
The Standing Order in Limine attached hereté®\ddendum 10 shall apply in all felony jury trials in the Distt
Courts of Grimes County.

RULE 5.14 VOIR DIRE

The District Clerk shall align the Juror Informati€ards in numerical order and seat the panel inemical order.
The Judge will qualify the panel and accept oratemy excuses. After the final panel is determhjribe attorneys
must make their decision on whether or not a shufflrequested. The court will recess the pangive the clerk
time to copy the jury cards and to make a newolfistames of jurors, either in shuffled order onimrmerical order.
When the new list is completed and cards copiedtlird will re-seat the jury according to the kstd voir dire will

begin. The attorneys and judge will be furnishexy of the list and jury information cards.

Challenges for cause will be made after all padiescompleted with their voir dire examinatiortled panel. After
all counsel has completed their voir dire examaratihe attorneys will be asked to approach thecBerCounsel
will be asked in turn for the Juror Number of theoys whom they wish to challenge for cause. nithie opinion of
the Court, sufficient evidence has been adducedipport a ruling, the challenge will be grantedlenied without
further questions. Otherwise, the panel membdrbeilcalled to the Bench and each counsel willlmavad a few
guestions. The panel member will then be excusedturn to their seat, and the challenge will led on outside
the presence of the panel member.

If any panel member responds to questions durimgdie examination in a manner which makes it ckbat they
possess such strong opinions that a challenge émuae will clearly be good, and there exists asipdiy that
further responses may “poison” the entire panelinsel should diplomatically terminate the inquinydaavoid
further inquiries in the presence of the panelad¥erse counsel has a good-faith belief that #repmember can
be rehabilitated, it will be pursued on an indiatibasis after the general voir dire examination.

RULE 5.15 TIME STANDARDS
Criminal cases shall be completed within 12 moffithi earliest date of arrest or indictment.

RULE 5.16 FAIR DEFENSE ACT
The rules adopted by Grimes County concerning th& Befense Act may be obtained from the Local
Administrative Judge.

RULE 6

CONFLICTING ENGAGEMENTS OF ATTORNEYS

A. Attorney already in trial in another court.

When informed that an attorney is presently inltdlae Court will determine where and when assigndcis

information will be verified upon request of oppmgicounsel. The case will be placed on “hold” eset,

depending upon when the attorney will be releasdfithe attorney is not actually in trial as repeated by the
attorney or his agent, the case will be tried withforther notice.
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B. Attorney assigned to two courts for the same dat
It is the duty of every attorney to call the affsttludges attention to all dual settings as sodhegsare known.
Insofar as is practicable, Judges should attempgi@e on which case has priority, otherwise tHeviing
priorities shall be observed by the Judges of ¢éspective courts:

Criminal cases

Cases given preference by statute

Preferentially set cases

Case set at earliest date

Case with earliest filing date

Cases in Metropolitan areas should yield to cduartsiral areas

If the conflict cannot be resolved between the judges, the Local Administrative Judge or the Regid’residing
Judge will resolve the conflict.

C. Designation of Attorney in Charge

Every case shall have an attorney in charge designa

RULE 7

ATTORNEY VACATIONS
A. DESIGNATION OF VACATION

Subject to the provisions of subparts B and C o thle, an attorney may designate not more than feeks of
vacation during a calendar year as vacation, dunihigh that attorney will not be assigned to toalrequired to
engage in any pretrial proceedings. This rule ajgsronly where lead counsel, as defined by T.R.@&Rffected,
unless the trial court expands coverage to othensal.

B. SUMMER VACATIONS

Written designation for vacation weeks during Juhdy, or August must be filed with the Districteth by May
15. Summer vacations so designated will proteetattiorney from trials during those summer weekendf an
order setting the case for trial was signed betioeedesignation was filed.

C. NON-SUMMER VACATIONS

Written designations for vacations in months ottan June, July, or August must be filed with thetiict Clerk
by February 1. Non-summer vacation weeks may uotconsecutively for more than two weeks at a tirian-
summer vacation weeks so designated will not pt@eattorney from a trial by an order signed betbhie date the
designation is filed(Source Rule 11 Second Region)
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RULE 8

JUDGES VACATION

If a Judge will be out of the District for a mordh more for vacation, attending a seminar or illndge/she shall
notify the Local Administrative Judge and the Ritewj Judge of the Second Administrative Regiontst the
business of the court can be taken care of dumggach absence.

RULE 9

LAWYER’S CREED

The Lawyer’'s Creed is applicable in all cases tiredhe District Courts of Grimes County. A copyattached
hereto a®\ddendum 11.

RULE 10

ADOPTION, APPROVAL AND NOTICE

RULE 10.1 ADOPTION

These rules are adopted by the District Judgeslfgrurposes. All previous rules of the Distriab@t of Grimes
County are hereby repealed.

RULE 10.2 APPROVAL

Upon approval by the Judge of the Second Admirtisgdregion and the Supreme Court of Texas, theles shall
become effective immediately, and so long thereaitgil amended, repealed or modified. Each nuntbere
lettered paragraph of these rules shall be coreidier be separate and distinct from all other postihereof, and if
any portion should be declared by a higher coutigomproper, such declaration will not affect alger portion
not so declared to be improper.

RULE 10.3 NOTICE

The District Clerk is directed to furnish a copytbése rules to the Supreme Court of Texas purdodule 3 (a)
of the Texas Rules of Civil Procedusad to record these Rules in the Civil Minuteshaf 12th and 278th District
Courts of Grimes County, Texas.

Approved on this the 8 day of January 2006.

__ sl _s/
William L. McAdams Kenneth H. Keeling
District Judge District Judge

12" Judicial District "Iz@icial District
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APPROVAL BY THE SECOND ADMINISTRATIVE REGIONAL JUDGE

Approved on the 15 day of February, 2006 by Judge Olen Underwood, Regional Judge for
the Second Administrative Judicial Region of the State of Texas.

APPROVAL BY SUPREME CORT OF TEXAS

Approved by the Supreme Court of Texas on February 22, 2006 per Miscellaneous Docket
6-9035.
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ADDENDUM 1

RULES OF DECORUM

RULE 1: OPENING PROCEDURE

Immediately before the scheduled time for the fasurt session on each day, the bailiff shall diedt persons
present to their seats and shall cause the counttoa@ome to order. As the Judge enters the amntr the bailiff
shall state:

“Everyone rise, please

And while everyone is still standing, the bailiffal announce:

“The District Court of Grimes Countyffexas is now in session, Judge
presiding. Bedegaleasé

RULE 2: RECESS

When the Judge announces a recess, the bailiffsthsd:
“Everyone rise, please.”
And all shall remain standing until the Judge leati® courtroom, whereupon the bailiff shall anre@in

“This Court is recessed until (a_certain timg”

In reconvening after a recess, the bailiff shall ¢& courtroom to order and request everyondas® as the Judge
enters, and shall then state:

“Be seated, please

Before a recess of a jury trial, the jury will becased, and all other persons present shall risée lie bailiff
conducts the jury from the courtroom into the jumgm.

After a recess, the bailiff shall direct all jusoto the jury room and shall call the courtroonotder and request
everyone to rise as the Judge enters, as in ngrirjals. After everyone is reseated, the jurylidb@returned to the
jury box from the jury room and everyone exceptjtitge will rise again until the jury is seated.

RULE 3: GENERAL RULES OF COURTROOM CONDUCT

All officers of the court except the Judge, andjsr and all other participants except withessd®) have been
placed under the rule, shall promptly enter therttoam before the scheduled time for each coursisas When
the bailiff calls the court to order, complete ardbould be observed.

In the courtrooms, there shall be:

No tobacco used.
No chewing gum used.
No reading of newspaper or magazines.

No bottles, cups or beverage containers except ecbwater pitchers and cups.
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No edibles.
No propping of feet on tables or chairs.

No noise or talking that interferes with court proceedings.

The Judge, the attorneys, and other officers otthat will refer to and address other court officer participants
in the proceedings respectfully and impersonallybywa using appropriate titles and surnames rattzar first names.
The form of address toward the Judge shall bed@féyi or “Your Honor”).

The oath will be administered in a manner calcdlateimpress the witness with the importance arndnsoity of
the promise to adhere to the truth.

All officers of the court shall dress appropriatédy court sessions.

RULE 4: CONDUCT OF ATTORNEYS

Attorneys should observe the letter and spiritlb€@nons of ethics, including those dealing witbcdssion of cases
with representatives of the media and those contgrmproperex parte communications with the Judge.

Attorneys should advise their clients and witnesddgcal Rules of Decorum that may be applicabléhem.

All objections, arguments, and other comments huneel shall be directed to the Judge, or jury asidaopposing
counsel.

While another attorney is addressing the Judgpyrgr an attorney should not stand for any purpmszept to claim
the right to interrupt the attorney who is speaking

Attorneys should not approach the bench withoutde# court and must never lean on the bench.
Attorneys shall remain seated at the counsel tattlai times except:
a) When the Judge enters or leaves; and

b) When addressing the Judge, or jury; and whenever itnay be proper to handle documents,
exhibits, or other evidence. (Leave of court is iaequired)

Attorneys should anticipate any need to move fureit appliances, or easels, and should make advance
arrangements with the bailiff. Tables should r®niioved without leave of court.

Only attorneys and parties are permitted to sthatcounsel tables. All secretaries, paralegaigstigators and
other personnel must remain outside the bar ugiesged specific leave of court to enter.



NO.

Page 20

ADDENDUM 2
8§ IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
§
8§ GRIMES COUNTY, TEXAS
§

8§ 12/278th JUDICIAL DISTRICT

TYPE OF SETTING REQUESTED:

Hearing on Motion(s) for

SETTING REQUEST

Pre-Trial Hearing
Bench Trial

Jury Trial

Other

REQUESTED DATE OF SETTING:

ESTIMATED AMOUNT OF COURT TIME REQUIRED

REQUESTING ATTORNEY :

Name:

(plaintiff/defendant)

Address:

(petitioner/respondent)

(SPECIFY ONE)

Phone:

Fax:

ALL OTHER ATTORNEYS OF RECORD (or unrepresented parties):

Name: (plaintiff/defendant)

Address: (petitioner/respondent)
(SPECIFY ONE)

Phone: Fax:

Name: (plaintiff/defendant)

Address: (petitioner/respondent)
(SPECIFY ONE)

Phone: Fax:

| certify that discussions of the matter to be sebave been held or would not be productive, and thuwithout
requesting a setting a disposition will not likelyoccur.
| certify that a copy of this setting request has een mailed/delivered to all other attorneys/partiesf record.

Date:

Name of Requesting Attorney
State BarNo.

Original to District Court Coordinator: Copy to District Clerk.
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ADDENDUM 3
STANDING ORDER IN LIMINE FOR TRIAL OF CIVIL JURY CA SES

During the trial of any civil jury case in the District Court, unless and except to the
extent that the operation of this order shall have been suspded with reference to such
specific trial, no attorney shall make mention, refer to or sugg# any of the matters
hereinafter set forth in the presence or hearing of th@ury, the venire, or of any member of
either without first approaching the bench and securing a wling from the Court
authorizing such reference. In addition, each attorney shall adonish the client, client’s
representatives and all non-adverse witnesses the attorneyay call to testify similarly to
refrain from any such statement, reference or suggestion unless samessential to respond
truthfully to a question asked by opposing counsel.

The matters to which reference is prohibited by this order are as ftows:

1. Insurance. Unless an insurance company is a named Defendaatt,the Defendant is or is not
protected, in whole or in part, by liability insmee, or that defense counsel was retained by, @r ainy
part of the costs of defense, or of any resultidgments, are or will be paid by an insurance campar
any other matter suggesting an involvement of asyriance company with the defense of the case.

2. Jurors’ Connection with Insurance Industry. Inquiring of potential jurors as to their presentpast
employment or connection with the insurance ingysir present or past connection of any family memb
with the insurance industry, except that:

a) If a potential juror's juror information card disses employment in the insurance
industry, such potential juror may be questioneaceoning same.

b) inquiry may be made of potential jurors concerrimgir experience (or that of members
of their family), if any, reviewing, adjusting oil@ving/disallowing claims, as long as no
express reference is made to “insurance.”

3. Liability or Non-Liability for Judgment.  That the named Defendant may or may not have t@apgy
resulting judgment.

4. Collateral Source. That any portion of the damages sought by Plaihaffe been, or will be, paid by
any collateral source, including but not limited to

a) health and accident or disability insurance.

b) any employee benefit plan, formal or informal,liing payment of wages for time not
actually worked.

C) social security or welfare.
d) veterans or other benefits.
e) provisions of medical services free of chargearléss than reasonable and customary

charges, provided that the foregoing does not pibreéference to unpaid charges of any
health care provider who actually testifies forifti& (or whose medical records are
offered by Plaintiff), or to any letter of protemti securing any such charges.
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5. Retention of Attorney. The time or circumstances under which either peotysulted or retained an
attorney provided that if any attorney referredastyto a health care provider who testifies in ¢hse (or
whose medical records are introduced by such pauiyh fact may be a subject of inquiry.

6. Attorney’s Fees. That any party will have to pay attorneys’ feessaay reference to the amount or
basis of any attorneys’ fees, unless a claim foovery of attorneys’ fees in the case will be sutedito
the jury.

7. Income Taxes. That any recovery will or will not be subject twome taxes, in whole or in part.

8. Independent Medical Examination. That the plaintiff offered to, or was or is wiltjrto, undergo an
examination by an independent physician or psyaisio

9. Criminal Offenses. That any party of withess has been suspectedrodsted for, charged with or
convicted of any criminal offense unless there uglence of a specific conviction that the Court has
previously ruled is admissible in the case.

10. Alcohol or Drug Use. That any party or witness uses or abuses alcotishcco, or any controlled
substance, unless and until such alleged use @eadbishown to be specifically relevant to the emattn
controversy.

11. Settlement Negotiations or Mediation. Any negotiations, offers or demands with resgecany
attempted settlement or mediation.

12. Discovery Disputes. Any reference to discovery disputes that arosendutie preparation of the case
for trial, any position taken by any party withpest thereto, or to the Court’s rulings thereon.

13. Prior Suits or Claims. That any party has been a party to any prior layvsunihas asserted any prior
claim, or that any prior claim, has been assertginat a party; provided that this clause doegpnatiibit
inquiry about a prior injury that may have been sbject of a claim, as distinguished from ther|asuit
or settlement with reference thereto, if the natirénjuries claimed in the present suit make thens
relevant.

14. Ex Parte Statements of WitnessesAny reference to any ex parséatement of any witness or alleged
witness, other than an adverse party or agent Gfdamrse party, unless and until such witness bkas b

called to testify and has given testimony confligtiwith such_ex partstatement. A deposition or a
statement in business or medical records that haee approved up as required by the Rules of Eva&len
is not an ex partstatement.

15. Testimony of Absent Witness. Any statement or suggestion as to the probabléntesy of any
witness or alleged witness who is unavailable &ifig or whom the party is expected to testify by
deposition, this provision does not apply to testigncontained in the deposition expected to beedfe

16. Hearsay Medical Opinions. Any hearsay statement offered for the truth of sketement by an
allegedly injured person concerning any diagnosigedical opinions communicated to such person by a
physician or other health care provider.

17. Photographs and Visual Aids Showing any documents, photographs or visual @idke jury, or
displaying same in such manner that the jury orraeynber thereof can see the same, unless andhentil
same has been tendered to opposing counsel, arfmbbasadmitted in evidence or approved for admissio
or use before the jury, either by the Court or byCaunsel.

18. Requests for Stipulations. Any request or demand in the presence of theffurg stipulation to any
fact, or that counsel admit or deny any fact.
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19. Requests for Files. Any request or demand in the presence of thethat opposing counsel produce
any document or thing, or that opposing counsehmy party or witness exhibit, turn over or allow
examination of the contents of any file or briefegexcept that a party may demand to see a document
used by a witness on the stand to refresh hiséwallection, or that a witness testifies that he/sas used
previously to refresh his/her recollection).

20. Discrimination. Any argument that a party should be treated moiless favorably because of such
party’s race, gender, national origin, nationalitgligion, marital status, occupation, or financshtus
(except in the second phase of a bifurcated trial).

21. Social Cost of Award. Any argument or suggestion that an award of dasagk affect insurance
premiums, the price of any goods or services, ®tdkel of taxation.

22. Hardship or Privation. Any argument or suggestion that a failure to awdamages will cause a
Plaintiff privation or financial hardship.

23. Golden Rule. Any argument or suggestion that the jurors shquidthemselves in the position of a
party.

24. Counsel's Opinion of Credibility. Any expression of counsel's personal opinion reugy the
credibility of any witness.

25. Effect of Answers to Jury QuestionAny argument that any finding or failure to findnesponse to a
particular jury question will, or will not resulbia judgment favorable to any party. This provisitnes
not bar argument by counsel that a particular gugstion should be answered in a particular way.

26. Evidence Not Produced in Discovery Response to a dfrer Request. Calling any witness, or
offering any document in evidence, if the identifysuch witness or the document has not been disdlo
in response to a proper discovery request. Ifreygaas a good faith basis to urge that such wirers
document should be received either because (ajscowry request properly called for its disclosure
(b) good cause existed for failure timely to diselpsuch party shall first approach the bench andre a
ruling thereon. Counsel are advised that to thergxpossible or predictable, such matters shoeld b
addressed and a ruling sought at pretrial oncedbe is assigned for trial.

27. Objections to Evidence Not Produced In Discovery. Any objection based on failure to disclose
evidence in pre-trial discovery. Any party degirio urge any such objection shall request to aggirdhe
bench and urge such objection outside the heaffitigegjury. To the extent possible or predictalsigch
matters should be addressed and a ruling soughretital once the case is assigned for trial, altfothe
objection may be urged for the record outside #ering of the jury at the time such evidence ierefd in
the event the Court has overruled the objectigretrial.

W.L. McAdams Kenneth H. Keeling
District Judge District Judge
12" Judicial District #7Ridicial District
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ADDENDUM 4
NO.
IN THE MATTER OF § I N THE DI STRI CT COURT
THE MARRI AGE OF
8 GRI MES COUNTY, TEXAS
AND
§ 12™/ 278™JUDI Cl AL DI STRI CT
PROPOSED PROPERTY DIVISION
PROPOSED COVMUNI TY PROPERTY DI VI SI ON
Property Fai r Market Secur ed To Wfe To Husband
Val ue Debt Net Val ue Net Val ue
Bal ance
1 $ $ $ $
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
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16
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19



20
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27

28

29

30
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TOTAL

COVMUNI TY

PROPERTY

Creditor

PROPOSED DIVISION OF UNSECURED COMMUNITY DEBTS

Debt

Bal ance

To Wfe

To Husband

Oroo!IN!rooroal! AT WINT P

[N
o

[N
[

[iny
N

=
w

H
N
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16

17

TOTAL UNSECURED

COMWUNI TY DEBTS $ $ $
NET COMVUNI TY $ $ $
PERCENTAGES 100. 00% % %

SEPARATE PROPERTY OF WIFE
(list)

SEPARARE PROPERTY OF HUSBAND
(list)

PROPOSED DISPOSITION OF OTHER ISSUES

(list)

AFFIDAVIT

, do hereby state upon my oath that | have read the above and

foregoing document and that same is true and correct.

Sworn to and subscribed before me on this the __day of 200

Signature of Party
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Notary Public
State of Texas

Certificate of Service

l, , do hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the above and
foregoing was served by certified mail (or hand delivery) on opposing counses dhnethi _day
of 200 .

Signature of Attorney
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ADDENDUM 5
NO.
| N THE MATTER OF § | N THE DI STRI CT COURT OF
THE MARRI AGE OF §
GRI MES COUNTY, TEXAS
AND §
AND | N THE | NTEREST OF 8§ 12'"/ 278'""JUDI Cl AL DI STRI CT

PROPOSED SUPPORT DECI SI ON AND | NFORVATI ON

OF

GROSS MONEY EARNED PER MONTH:

(1) Gross wages and salary income $

(2) Commissions, tips and bonuses

(3) Self-employment income (net of expenses
Other than depreciation and tax credits )

(4) Rental income (net of expenses other than
Depreciation)

(5) All other income actually received (specif y)

GROSS MONEY EARNED PER MONTH $ (A

ACTUAL DEDUCTI ONS PER MONTH: (Attach npst recent
pay stub from each enpl oyer)

(1) Income tax withholding

(2) FICA (Social Security)

(3) Medicare

(4) Health Insurance

(5) Union Dues

(6) Other (specify):

TOTAL ACTUAL DEDUCTI ONS PER MONTH $ (B)

NET MONEY ACTUALLY RECEI VED PER MONTH SUBTRACT (B) FROM (A) $ (O

STATUTORY NET RESOURCES DEDUCTI ONS ALLOWED PER MONTH:
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(1) Income tax withholding for a single person
Claiming one personal exemption and
standard deduction.

(2) FICA ( Social Security)

(3) Medicare

(4) Health Insurance attributable to the
children

(5) Union Dues

STATUTORY NET RESCURCES DEDUCTI ONS ALLOWED PER MONTH $ (D

STATUTORY NET RESOURCES PER MONTH. SUBTRACT (D) FROM (A) $ (E)

TOTAL MONEY NEEDED PER MONTH BY ME AND M NOR CHI LD( REN)
LIVING WTH ME: (For itens that are not paid nonthly,
express the anmpunt as a nmonthly average.)

(1) Rent or house payment

(2) Real property taxes (omit if part of hous e
payment)

(3) Residence maintenance (repairs, yard)

(4) Insurance-home or renters (omit if part o f
house payment)

(5) Utilities--Gas

(6) Utilities--Electric and water

(7) Telephone (including average long distanc e)

(8) Utilities--Garbage service

(9) Groceries and household items

(10) Meals away from home

(11) School lunches

(12) Dental and orthodontia

(13) Medical and prescriptions

(14) Laundry and dry cleaning

(15) Car payment

(16) Gas and vehicle maintenance

(17) Clothing and shoes

(18) Insurance--Car




(19) Insurance--Life

(20) Insurance--Health (omit if payroll deduct

(21) Child care

(22) Children's activities

(23) Entertainment

(24) Haircuts

(25) Cable TV and newspaper

(26) Total monthly payments on debts (list bel
G and show total here)

(27) Other (specify)

ion)

ow at
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TOTAL MONEY NEEDED PER MONTH

(F)
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MONTHLY PAYMENTS ON DEBTS:

Description of Balance Dat e of Amount of
Debt Now Owed Final Payment Monthly Payment
$ $
TOTAL MONTHLY PAYMENTS ON DEBTS $ (G

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MONEY RECEIVED AND MONEY NEEDED

SUBTRACT (F) FROM (C) $ (H
PRESUVED CHI LD SUPPORT-- MULTI PLY (E) BY THE $
GUI DELI NE PERCENTAGE % (1)

l, ,would testify under oath in open court that the
foregoing information is true and correct. | understand that at such a court haring | may
be required to prove these amounts by testimony and by records such as pay gbers,
cancelled checks, receipts, and bills.
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SIGNED this day of 200 _.

Signature of Party

| intend to ask the court to set support at $ per month.

Signed this day of 200 .

Signature of Party or Attorney

Certificate of Service

I, certify that a true copy of the above was served on opposing counsel, via ceeif mail
(or hand delivery) on the __ day of 200 .

Signature of Attorney
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ADDENDUM 6

STANDING RESTRAINING ORDER

STANDING ORDER REGARDING CHILDREN, PROPERTY AND

CONDUCT OF THE PARTIES

No party to this lawsuit has requested this order. Ratherthis order is a standing
order of the Grimes County District Courts that applies inevery divorce suit and every suit
affecting the parent-child relationship filed in Grimes County. The District Courts of
Grimes County have adopted this order because the partiesnd their children should be
protected and their property preserved while the lawsuitis pending before the court.
Therefore, it is ORDERED:

1. NO DISRUPTION OF CHILDREN. Both parties are ORDERED to refrain from doing fbkowing
acts concerning any children who are subjectsisfdhse:

1.1 Removing the children from the State of Tesasing directly or in concert with others, without
the written agreement of both parties or an ordi¢hie Court.

1.2 Disrupting or withdrawing the children fronetechool or day-care facility where the childrea ar
presently enrolled, without the written agreetrrboth parents or an order of this Court.

1.3 Hiding or secreting the children from the otharent or changing the children’s current plaice o
abode, without the written agreement of both parentn order of this Court.

1.4 Disturbing the peace of the children.

2. CONDUCT OF THE PARTIES DURING THE CASE. Both parties are ORDERED to refrain from
doing the following acts:

2.1 Using vulgar, profane, obscene, or indecerguage, or a coarse or offensive manner, to
communicate with the other party, whether in peréyrtelephone, or in writing.

2.2 Threatening the other party in person, byptebae, or in writing to take unlawful action agains
any person.

2.3 Placing one or more telephone calls, at araganable hour, in an offensive or repetitious raann
without a legitimate purpose of communicationanonymously.

2.4 Opening or diverting mail addressed to theiofarty.

3. PRESERVATION OF PROPERTY AND USE OF FUNDS DURING DIVORCE CASE. Ifthisis a
divorce case, both parties to the marriage are GREXEto refrain from doing the following acts:

3.1 Destroying, removing, concealing, encumberiramsferring, or otherwise harming or reducing
the value of the property of one or both of theipar

3.2 Misrepresenting or refusing to disclose todtreer party or to the Court, on proper request, th
existence, amount, or location of any propertyrwg or both of the parties.

3.3 Damaging or destroying the tangible propeftygre or both of the parties, including any
document that represents or embodies anythingloéva

3.4 Tampering with the tangible property of ondooth of the parties, including any document that
represents or embodies anything of value, and egymcuniary loss to the other party.

3.5 Selling, transferring, assigning, mortgagggumbering, or in any other manner alienating any
of the property of either party, whether personapprty or real estate property, and whether
separate or community, except as specifically aizbd by this order.

3.6 Incurring any indebtedness, other than lega¢eses in connection with this suit, except as
specifically authorized by this order.

3.7 Making withdrawals from any checking or sa@r@gcount in any financial institution for any
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purpose, except as specifically authorized bydhiker.

3.8 Spending any sum of cash in either party’session or subject to either party’s control foy an
purpose, except as specifically authorized bydhiker.
3.9 Withdrawing or borrowing in any manner for gnyrpose from any retirement, profit-sharing,

pension, death, or other employee benefit plampl@yee savings plan or from any individual
retirement account or Koegh account, except adfggly authorized by this order.

3.10 Signing or endorsing the other party’s nameamy negotiable instrument, check, or draft, sach
tax refunds, insurance payments, and dividendattempting to negotiate any negotiable
instrument payable to the other party withoutpibesonal signature of the other party.

3.11 Taking any action to terminate or limit cteati charge cards in the name of the other party.

3.12 Entering, operating, or exercising contrarothe motor vehicle in the possession of the other
party.

3.13 Discontinuing or reducing the withholding federal income taxes on wages or salary while this
suit is pending.

3.14 Terminating or in any manner affecting thevise of water, electricity, gas, telephone, cable
television, or other contractual services, suckeasirity, pest control, landscaping, or yard
maintenance at the other party’s residence orymaanner attempting to withdraw any deposits
for service in connection with such services.

PERSONAL AND BUSINESS RECORDS IN DIVORCE CASE If this is a divorce case, both parties
to the marriage are ORDERED to refrain from doimg following acts:

4.1 Concealing or destroying any family recorasperty records, financial records, business rexord
or any records of income, debts, or other ohitiget

4.2 Falsifying any writing or record relating teetproperty of either party.

4.3 “Records” include e-mail or other digital de&ronic data, whether stored on a computer hard
drive, diskette or other electronic storage devi

INSURANCE IN DIVORCE CASE. If this is a divorce case, both parties to the mmge are ORDERED
to refrain from doing the following acts:

5.1 Withdrawing or borrowing in any manner allamy party of the cash surrender value of life
insurance policies on the life of either partycept as specifically authorized by this order.

5.2 Changing or in any manner altering the bersfiadesignation on any life insurance on the dife
either party or the parties’ children.

5.3 Canceling, altering, or in any manner affegtimy casualty, automobile, or health insurance

policies insuring the parties’ property of parsancluding the parties’ minor children.

SPECIFIC AUTHORIZATIONS IN DIVORCE CASE.  If this is a divorce case, both parties to the
marriage are specifically authorized to do thedfelhg:

6.1 To engage in acts reasonable and necesstmy éonduct of that party’s usual business and
occupation.

6.2 To make expenditures and incur indebtednesgésonable attorney’s fees and expenses in
connection with this suit.

6.3 To make expenditures and incur indebtedneseésonable and necessary living expenses for
food, clothing, shelter, transportation and medozak.

6.4 To make withdrawals from accounts in finangiatitutions only for the purposes authorized by
this order.

SERVICE AND APPLICATION OF THIS ORDER.
The Petitioner shall attach a copy of this order tahe original
petition and to each copy of the petition. At thetime the
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petition is filed, if the Petitioner has failed toattach a copy of
this order to the original petition and any copy ofthe petition,
the Clerk shall ensure that a copy of this order isattached to
the petition and every copy of the petition preserd.

This order is effective upon the filing of the orignal petition
and shall remain in full force and effect as a temgrary
restraining order for fourteen days after the dateof the filing
of the original petition. If no party contests ths order by
presenting evidence at a hearing on or before fougen days
after the date of the filing of the original petition, this order
shall continue in full force and effect as a tempa@ry injunction
until further order of the court. This entire order will
terminate and will no longer be effective once theourt signs a
final order.

8. EFFECT OF OTHER COURT ORDERS. If any part of this order is different from any part of a
protective order that has already been entered ossilater entered, the protective order provisions

prevail. Any part of this order not changed by some latdeoremains in full force and effect until the
court signs a final decree.

9. PARTIES ENCOURAGED TO MEDIATE. The parties are encouraged to settle their disgutésable
without court intervention. The parties are enaeged to use alternative dispute methods, such as
mediation, to resolve the conflicts that may aisthis lawsuit.

THIS GRIMES COUNTY STANDING ORDER REGARDING CHILDREN,
PROPERTY AND CONDUCT OF THE PARTIES SHALL BECOME
EFFECTIVE ON THE DATE AND TIME A PARTY RECEIVES NOTICE

HEREOF.
William L. McAdams Kenneth H. Keeling
District Judge District Judge

12" Judicial District 278" Judicial District



ADDENDUM 7

STANDARD BOND SCHEDULE

GRIMES COUNTY, TEXAS

OFFENSE

All Capital FeIONIES. .. ... e
First Degree FeloNY.......o.u i e e e

PrIOr CONVICHON . ..

MOre than ONeE PriOr. ... e e e e e e e e e e

SECONA DEOIEE. .. ...t e e e e e e et aaas
PrOr CONVICHION. .. ... e e e e e e e e e

More Than ONe PriOr.......coor oo e e e e e

QLT 0 B =T 0 T =P
PrOr CONVICHION. .. ... e e e e e e e e

More Than ONe Prior.... ..o e e

Fourth Degree (State Jail).......c.cve e e e e e
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No Bond
$20,000

$30,000

.$50,000

$15,000
. $25,000
$ 3,500
. $ 7,500

$15,000

PriOr CONVICHON. .. e e e e e e e $ 3,000

MOre Than ONE PriOr. ... e e e e e e e,

All Class A & B Misdemeanors.....

(Non-Residents)

(Grimes County Residents)

Motions To Adjudicate or ReVOKe...........ccovviiiii i,

Discretionary
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ADDENDUM 8
CAUSE NO.
STATE OF TEXAS 8 IN THE DISTRICT COURT
VS. 8§ "y278"JUDICIAL DISTRICT
8 GRIMES COUNTY, TEXAS

AFFIDAVIT TO RELEASE SURETY
To the Honorable Judge of Said Court:

Comes now, and respectfully shows to the
Court that he/she is the surety on the appearance bond of éhdefendant in the above
entitled and numbered cause, wherein the said defendant has bedrarged with the offense
of , a felony and has been released on a
bond in the sum of $ , and your applicant would show the @bthat the
defendant is within the State of Texas and within the jusdiction of this Court and that
your applicant desires to surrender the said defendant tde Court and to be relieved upon
the appearance bond herein.

Your applicant would further show that said bond was made orthe day of
, 20 , and the defendant has paid a fee of $ ,
and the reason for the surrender of the defendant is because:

Wherefore applicant prays the Court to direct the Clerk ofthis Court to prepare a
warrant of arrest directing the Sheriff of Grimes County, Texas or any other proper officer
of this State to re-arrest said defendant and that upon siicre-arrest the applicant herein
be relieved of all further obligations and responsibility as @rety upon said appearance
bond.

Surety

Sworn to and subscribed before me this day of ,20

Notary Public In and For the State of Texas
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

| hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing Affidavit To Releas Surety has been

personally served upon the defendant’s attorney of record
onthis ___ day of , 20
(or)

| hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing Aidavit To Release
Surety was mailed, by Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requsted, to the defendant’s
attorney of record,
at

on this day of , 20

(on)

After due inquiry, | certify that the said defendant is not represented by an
attorney.

Surety

ORDER

On this day of , 20 , came on to be
heard the application of , Surety on the bond of
the defendant herein, and the Court being of the opinion #t such application should be
granted, it is therefore Ordered, Adjudged, and Decreed byhe Court that the Clerk be,
and is hereby directed to prepare and issue a capias for the-arrest of the defendant, and
further that , surety upon the bond of the
defendant, be, and is hereby relieved of all further respaibilities and obligations as surety
upon said bond of the defendant herein of and from suchrtie as the defendant shall be re-
arrested under the warrant herein ordered, and after thepayment by said surety of all
necessary and reasonable expenses incurred in re-arresting said defant.

Judge Presiding
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ADDENDUM 9
CAUSE NO.
THE STATE OF TEXAS § IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF

VS.

§
8§ GRIMES COUNTY, TEXAS
§
§

12"7278™ JUDICIAL DISTRICT

STANDING DISCOVERY ORDER IN CRIMINAL CASES

This Court hereby adopts the following Standing Discovery Orderstiak apply in all

criminal cases in this Court until specifically ordered otherwise

State is Ordered to Furnish

1.

Written list of all anticipated trial witnesses, includingpents, and their addresses, to be
supplemented as others are discovered

All written or recorded statements of the defendant, along witlcamfessions or
statements whether verbal or otherwise, made pursuant to Art. 38.22 C.C.P

Written notice of intent to use extraneous offense evidencéht(Rule 404(b) Texas
Rules of Evidence).

Inspection of

a
b.

o

All items seized from the defendant
All items seized from any co-defendant or accomplice
All physical objects to be introduced as part of the State’s case

All documents and photographs and investigative charts or diagrams to be
introduced at trial

All contraband, weapons, implements of criminal activity seizedcquieed by
the State or its agents in the investigation of the alleged offense

All records of conviction which may be admissible in evidence @&dusr
impeachment of the defendaand



10.
11.

12.

13.

14.

15.
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g. All tangible items of physical evidence collected by theteStar its agents
concerning the alleged offense; to include latent fingerpriottpfints, hairs,
fibers, fingernail scrapings, body fluids, tire tracts, paint scrapings, e

All promises of benefit or lenience afforded to any accommicprospective witness in
connection with his proposed testimony or other cooperation with régdhe alleged
offense

All known convictions which are admissible for impeachment conceraimgof the
State’s proposed witnesses

All known convictions, pending charges or suspected criminal offensesrcmgrany
accomplice proposed to be used as a witness by the State

Copies of all complaints, search warrants (related affidavasjopsy reports and
laboratory reports of all examinations of contraband, fluids, hairgerfamints, blood
samples, ballistics, soil, fibers and paints

Inspection and copy of all business records or governmental recxpdsted to be
introduced by the State

All exculpatory evidence pursuantBoady v. Maryland and related cases

It is to be understood that the State will furnish all of such aldewasiwhich are in the
possession of the State's attorneys or which are known to be in #$esgios of the
investigating officers or other agents of the State

In appropriate cases, the State is encouraged to furnish offensés rapdr witness
statements in addition to the above items. However, such repmrtstaements are
normally work product of the State and are therefore protected framdatory
disclosure unless the contents are exculpatory. Such statementsparnid must of
course be tendered to the Defense for cross-examination on peqpest undeGaskin
or related requirements

In the event that photographs, diagrams or models are prepared asitjsiryat the
direction of the State’s attorneys before trial, such iteiide considered work product
unless the Defense demonstrates a “particularized need” for inspectieof.the

This order will dispose of any and all pretrial discovery motitwesetofore filed.
Because of the extensive nature of the discovery herein ordengitibe considered that
such Order is acceptable to the Defense pending the review of evidence and doasments
ordered. In the event that further particularized discovery is coadidecessary, the
Defense will thereafter file a written Motion for Discoveaddressing only matters not
covered in this Order, and such Motion will be presented to the @obulte earliest
practical opportunity before trial

The State is ordered to furnish the above inspection and copying lmefase the date
required by the Criminal Docket Scheduling Order or other ordegremhtin each
respective case. If the State discovers or learns of anyaddittonal matter after the
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Pre-Trial Hearing that are subject to disclosure under thdsrOthe State shall advise the
Defense and furnish same for inspection and copying as soon agghmact It is
understood that the Defense should exercise reasonable diligenmetdot ¢the State’s
attorney and arrange a mutually convenient time for the appointment

If a written request is made by the Defense, the Statediered to prepare a list of
exhibited or furnished items to be filed among the papers of thseaan or before the
start of trial

ORDERED and ENTERED on date of arraignment, and theState is ORDERED to

comply herewith bydate stated in_scheduling order or 30 days from date of

arraignment whichever is first.

Judge, 12" Judicial District Judge, Z78udicial District
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ADDENDUM 10

STANDING ORDER IN LIMINE FOR TRIAL OF CRIMINAL
JURY CASES

During the trial of any criminal jury case in the District Court, unless and except to
the extent that the operation of this order shall have beeruspended with reference to such
specific trial, no attorney shall make mention, refer to or suggg any of the matters
hereinafter set forth in the presence or hearing of th@ury, the venire, or of any member of
either without first approaching the bench and securing a wling from the Court
authorizing such reference. In addition, each attorney shall adonish the client, client’s
representatives and all non-adverse witnesses the attorneyay call to testify similarly to
refrain from any such statement, reference or suggestion unless samessential to respond
truthfully to a question asked by opposing counsel.

WARNING: Violations of this order may result in contempt of court proceedngs or
referral to the State Bar for grievance proceedings, as the court deemsqper.

The matters to which reference is prohibited by this order are as ftaws:
1. The facts of the case during voir dire. (May talk about allegations in indictment)
2. The fact that the defendant has or has not applied for probation.
3. The range of punishment, if the judge is to assess punishment.
4. Do not ask commitment questions on voir dire.
5. Do not argue your case during voir dire or opening statement.

6. The state shall not make any reference to the defendants right to silengstaparof
the trial.

7. Theenhancement portions of an indictmentshall not be mentioned or referred to
during voir dire or opening statements and that portion of the indittsiall not be read
to the jury during the guilt stage of the trial.

8. Ex Parte Statements of WitnessesAny reference to any ex parsgatement of any
witness or alleged witness unless and until such witness has lledni@estify and has
given testimony conflicting with such ex pasiatement.

9. Testimony of Absent Witness. Any statement or suggestion as to the probable
testimony of any witness or alleged witness who is unavailable to testify
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10. Hearsay Medical Opinions. Any hearsay statement offered for the truth of the
statement by an allegedly injured person concerning any diagmosigdical opinions
communicated to such person by a physician or other health care provider.

11. Photographs and Visual Aids.Showing any documents, photographs or visual aids
to the jury, or displaying same in such manner that the jury omemgber thereof can

see the same, unless and until the same has been tendered to opmassed and has
been admitted in evidence or approved for admission or use before the jury, by the Court.

12. Requests for Stipulations. Any request or demand in the presence of the jury for a
stipulation to any fact, or that counsel admit or deny any fact.

13. Counsel's Opinion of Credibility. = Any expression of counsel's personal
opinion regarding the credibility of any witness.

14. Witnesses Comment On Credibility Of Another Witness Any question that asks
a witness to comment or testify that some other witness liésl rast credible except as
provided in Rules 404 and 405,Texas Rules of Evidence.

15. Counsel's Opinion of Guilt or Innocence Any expression of state or defense
counsel’s personal opinion as to the guilt or innocence of the defendant.

16. Evidence Not Produced in Discovery Respons€alling any witness, or offering
any document in evidence, if the identity of such witness or thendext has not been
disclosed in response to the Standing Discovery Order or other cdert df a party has
a good faith basis to urge that such witness or document shouldcdieeck either

because good cause existed for failure timely to disclose, sughspall first approach
the bench and secure a ruling thereon. Counsel are advised tthaetdent possible or
predictable, such matters should be addressed and a ruling soughiat@ree the case
is assigned for trial.

17. Objections to _Evidence Not Produced In Discovery. Any objection based on
failure to disclose evidence in pre-trial discovery. Any pddgiring to urge any such
objection shall request to approach the bench and urge such objectide theshearing
of the jury. To the extent possible or predictable, such mattersdshew@ddressed and a
ruling sought at pretrial once the case is assigned faraliaough the objection may be
urged for the record outside the hearing of the jury at the ticie evidence is offered in
the event the Court has overruled the objection at pretrial.

20. Polygraph Exams. No mention shall be made about the taking of, or offering to
take, a polygraph exam.

21. Extraneous OffensesPrior approval of the court is required before any mention is
made of any extraneous offenses whether adjudicated or not, unlgsethredjudicated
offense is an element of the primary offense that is on trial.
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22. Objections.Do not argue your objections unless argument is invited by the court.

23._Retention of AttorneyThe time or circumstances under which the
defendant retained or was appointed an attorney.

W.L. McAdams Kenneth H. Keeling
District Judge District Judge
12" Judicial District P udicial District
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ADDENDUM 11
THE SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS

AND
THE COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS

THE TEXAS LAWYER'S CREED--A MANDATE FOR
PROFESSIONALISM

| am a lawyer. | am entrusted by the People of Texas to preser and improve our legal
system. | am licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas. | musterefore abide by the Texas
Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct, but | know that pofessionalism requires more
than merely avoiding the violation of laws and rules. | am comitted to this creed for no
other reason than it is right.

|. OUR LEGAL SYSTEM

A lawyer owes to the administration of justice personal dighy, integrity, and
independence. A lawyer should always adhere to the highest princiglef professionalism.

I. I am passionately proud of my profession. Therefore, "My word is my bond."

2. 1 am responsible to assure that all persons have access to competent
representation regardless of wealth or position in life.

3. I commit myself to an adequate and effective pro bono program.

4. | am obligated to educate my clients, the public, and other lawyers regardjrthe
spirit and letter of this Creed.

5. I will always be conscious of my duty to the judicial system.

II. LAWYER TO CLIENT

A lawyer owes to a client allegiance, learning, skill, and indaiy. A lawyer shall employ all
appropriate means to protect and advance the client's legitiate rights, claims, and
objectives. A lawyer shall not be deterred by any real or imgined fear of judicial disfavor
or public unpopularity, nor be influenced by mere self-interest.

I. 1 will advise my client of the contents of this creedvhen undertaking
representation.
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2. I will endeavor to achieve my client's lawful objectives itegal transactions
and in litigation as quickly and economically as possible.

3. I will be loyal and committed to my client's lawful objecives, but | will not
permit that loyalty and commitment to interfere with my duty to provide
objective and independent advice.

4. | will advise my client that civility and courtesy are expead and are not a
sign of weakness.

5. I will advise my client of proper and expected behavior.

6. | will treat adverse parties and witnesses with fairnessand due
consideration. A client has no right to demand that | abuse anyone or indulge
in any offensive conduct.

7. 1 will advise my client that we will not pursue conductwhich is intended
primarily to harass or drain the financial resources of the opposing party.

8. | will advise my client that we will not pursue tacticswhich are intended
primarily for delay.

9. | will advise my client that we will not pursue any cours of action which is
without merit.

10. | will advise my client that | reserve the right to detemine whether to
grant accommodations to opposing counsel in all matters that doonh
adversely affect my client's lawful objectives. A client hagso right to instruct
me to refuse reasonable requests made by other counsel.

11. I will advise my client regarding the availability of mediaton, arbitration,
and other alternative methods of resolving and settling disputes.

lll. LAWYER TO LAWYER

A lawyer owes to opposing counsel, in the conduct of legaktrisactions and the pursuit of
litigation, courtesy, candor, cooperation, and scrupulous observanad all agreements and
mutual understandings. Il feelings between clients shahot influence a lawyer's conduct,
attitude, or demeanor toward opposing counsel. A lawyer shall notengage in
unprofessional conduct in retaliation against other unprofessional congtt.

1. I will be courteous, civil, and prompt in oral and written communicdions.

2. 1 will not quarrel over matters of form or style, but I will concentrate on
matters of substance.

3. I will identify for other counsel or parties all changes Ihave made in
documents submitted for review.
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4. 1 will attempt to prepare documents which correctly refect the agreement
of the parties. | will not include provisions which have nobeen agreed upon
or omit provisions which are necessary to reflect the agreemerof the
parties.

5. I will notify opposing counsel, and, if appropriate, the Cour or other
persons, as soon as practicable, when hearings, depositions, nme]
conferences or closings are canceled.

6. | will agree to reasonable requests for extensions of time éior waiver of
procedural formalities, provided legitimate objectives of my cknt will not be
adversely affected.

7. | will not serve motions or pleadings in any manner that urdirly limits
another party's opportunity to respond.

8. | will attempt to resolve by agreement my objections to mattrs contained
in pleadings and discovery requests and responses.

9. | can disagree without being disagreeable. | recognize that feftive
representation does not require antagonistic or obnoxious behaw. | will
neither encourage nor knowingly permit my client or anyone oder my
control to do anything which would be unethical or improper if done by me

10. 1 will not, without good cause, attribute bad motives or urthical conduct
to opposing counsel nor bring the profession into disrepet by unfounded
accusations of impropriety. | will avoid disparaging personal remaks or
acrimony towards opposing counsel, parties and witnesses. | Wihot be
influenced by any ill feeling between clients. | will abtain from any allusion
to personal peculiarities or idiosyncrasies of opposing counsel.

11. I will not take advantage, by causing any default or dismissabtbe
rendered, when | know the identity of an opposing coungewithout first
inquiring about that counsel's intention to proceed.

12. | will promptly submit orders to the Court. | will deliver copies to
opposing counsel before or contemporaneously with submission the Court.
| will promptly approve the form of orders which accurately reflect the
substance of the rulings of the Court.

13. I will not attempt to gain an unfair advantage by sending th€ourt or its
staff correspondence or copies of correspondence.

14. 1 will not arbitrarily schedule a deposition, court appeaance, or hearing
until a good faith effort has been made to schedule it by agreement.

15. 1 will readily stipulate to undisputed facts in order b avoid needless costs
or inconvenience for any party.

16. | will refrain from excessive and abusive discovery.
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17. 1 will comply with all reasonable discovery requests. | willnot resist
discovery requests which are not objectionable. | will not mad objections
nor give instructions to a witness for the purpose of delayingr obstructing
the discovery process. | will encourage witnesses to respotalall deposition
guestions which are reasonably understandable. | will neir encourage nor
permit my witness to quibble about words where their maning is reasonably
clear.

18. I will not seek Court intervention to obtain discovery wheh is clearly
improper and not discoverable.

19. | will not seek sanctions or disqualification unless its necessary for
protection of my client's lawful objectives or is fully jstified by the
circumstances.

IV. LAWYER AND JUDGE

Lawyers and judges owe each other respect, diligence, candoyrngtuality, and protection
against unjust and improper criticism and attack. Lawyers and pdges are equally
responsible to protect the dignity and independence of the Court anthé profession.

[. I will always recognize that the position of judge is thesymbol of both the
judicial system and administration of justice. | will refrain from conduct that
degrades this symbol.

2. 1 will conduct myself in Court in a professional manner ad demonstrate
my respect for the Court and the law.

3. I will treat counsel, opposing parties, the Court, and memberof the Court
staff with courtesy and civility.

4. | will be punctual.

5. 1 will not engage in any conduct that offends the dignity andecorum of
proceedings.

6. | will not knowingly misrepresent, mischaracterize, miguote or miscite
facts or authorities to gain an advantage.

7. 1 will respect the rulings of the Court.

8. | will give the issues in controversy deliberate, impartialand studied
analysis and consideration.

9. | will be considerate of the time constraints and presses imposed upon
the Court, Court staff and counsel in efforts to administerjustice and resolve
disputes.
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