
 
  WALKER COUNTY PURCHASING OFFICE 
  
Email: bids@co.walker.tx.us * Telephone (936) 436-4944 * www.co.walker.tx.us 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Please Mail or Hand Deliver Bids Labeled: 
RFP# C2360-26-011 Financial Advisor 

To: 
Walker County Purchasing Office 
1301 Sam Houston Ave. Suite 235 

Huntsville, TX 77340 
 

For a printable version please visit our website at (Walker County Website/Departments/Purchasing) and click on 
link at the bottom of our webpage labeled: RFP# C2360-26-011 Financial Advisor 

 
Points of Contact: 

Cheryl Cowart, CTCD, CTCM 
Laura Buccafurni, CTCD, CTCM  

Email: bids@co.walker.tx.us  Phone: 936-436-4937 
 

The Respondent’s signature is required for acceptance of Offer and confirms Respondent has read and understands 
all requirements concerning this Request for Proposal, the undersigned affirms they are duly authorized to execute 
the contract, that this OFFER has not been prepared in collusion with any other Respondent, and that the contents 
of this OFFER have not been communicated to any other Respondent prior to the official opening. Hand delivered or 
mailed offers must be SEALED in an envelope, CLEARLY marked with RFP# C2360-26-011 Financial Advisor.  

 
CERTIFICATION OF OFFER 

 
Signed By: _________________________________Title: ______________________________ 

 
Typed/Printed Name: ____________________________________________________________ 

 
Company Name ________________________________________ Date: ___________________ 

 
Mailing Address: _______________________________________________________________ 

Street/P. O. Box                               City                          State            Zip 
 

Telephone #: ________________Cell #: _____________________ Fax #: __________________ 
 

Email: ___________________________________Tax ID Number:  ______________________ 
  

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 
RFP# C2360-26-011 
Financial Advisor 

Issue date: October 8, 2025  
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TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

October 8, 15, 2025 – Legal advertisement dates 

October 8, 2025 – Release Solicitation 

October 17, 2025 – Questions/Clarifications due 

October 31, 2025 – Bid closing date 

November 17, 2025 – Approval of Award by Commissioner’s Court 
 
A.   INTRODUCTION. 

Walker County is seeking Requests for Proposals (RFP) and Statement of Qualifications (SOQ) from interested 
qualified financial advisory professionals that will include advisory and consulting services related to the planning, 
structuring, issuance and management of the County’s debt obligations.  Services may include, but are not limited 
to new debt issuances, existing debt obligations, investment and escrow services and general services. 

 
B.  SCOPE OF SERVICES. 

Services could include but are not limited to new debt issuances, existing debt obligations, investment and escrow 
services and general services.  Information on each of the services listed are defined below: 

1. New Debt Issuances 

• Evaluate financing options, structures, and terms. 
• Advise on market conditions, regulatory requirements, and industry practices. 
• Assist in developing a financing plan, including structure, timing, and method of sale  (competitive or 
negotiated). 
• Prepare financing schedules and coordinate procedural requirements. 
• Provide guidance in preparing official statements and related disclosure documents. 
• Assist in selection of underwriters, legal counsel, and other professionals. 
• Coordinate credit rating presentations and interaction with rating agencies. 
• Advise on pricing, order periods, and review of underwriter proposals. 
• Coordinate closing activities and provide post-closing compliance guidance. 

2. Existing Debt Obligations 

• Review outstanding debt for refunding, refinancing, or restructuring opportunities. 
• Advise on exercise of call provisions and tender offers. 
• Assist with post-issuance compliance, including continuing disclosure obligations. 
• Monitor market conditions and regulatory changes impacting existing debt. 
• Respond to inquiries from investors and market participants. 

3. Investment and Escrow Services 

• Advise on investment of bond proceeds and municipal escrow arrangements. 
• Provide recommendations or brokerage assistance for escrow investments or guaranteed investment 

contracts. 
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4. General Services 

• Attend meetings of the Commissioners Court as requested. 
• Prepare reports, analyses, and recommendations as required. 
• Provide ongoing advice regarding market trends and financing strategies. 

 
C. CONDITIONS OF OFFERING.  

The following instructions apply to all Offers and become a part of the terms and conditions of any offer submitted 
to the Walker County Purchasing Office, unless otherwise specified elsewhere in this offer request.   

1. All Respondents are required to be informed of the Terms and Conditions and will be held responsible for 
having done so. Upon acceptance and approval by the Commissioner’s Court, this offer effects a working 
contract between Walker County and the successful Respondent for the period designated.  

2. Offers must be received in the Purchasing Office no later than the time and date specified.  All offers received 
after the submission deadline will be considered void and unacceptable and will be returned unopened.  Walker 
County is not responsible for lateness or non-delivery of mail, carrier, etc., and the date/time stamp in the 
Purchasing Office shall be the official time of receipt. Please include three (3) copies, along with an original 
submission and a thumb-drive. 

3. The County reserves the right to inspect and insure adaptability of the service, accept or reject in part or in 
whole any and all offers, to waive any informality in offers and unless otherwise specified by the respondent, 
to accept any service in the response for the best value to the County.   

4. If either the unit price or extended price is obviously in error the unit price will prevail. Walker County shall not 
be responsible for any verbal communication between any employee of the County and any potential 
Respondent.   

5. Only written specifications and written price quotations will be considered. 
6. Walker County reserves the right to reject any offer that does not fully respond to each specified item.  
7. Respondent must include Employer Identification Number or Social Security Number for the offer to be valid. 

Should there be a change in ownership or management; the contract shall be canceled unless a mutual 
agreement is reached with the new owner or manager to continue the contract with its present provisions 
and prices.   

8.   Although the cost of service(s) to be provided is an essential part of the Offer, Walker County is not obligated 
to award a contract on the sole basis of cost.  

9. The Purchasing Agent shall review all offers that have been submitted and make recommendations to the 
Commissioner’s Court.   

10. When only one offer is received by the County, the offer may be accepted if the Commissioner’s Court 
determines the price is fair and reasonable. If the price is not fair and reasonable, the offer is rejected.  If two 
or more responsible Respondents submit identical offers, the offer award will be determined by drawing of 
lots or as directed by the County Judge. 

11. Respondents must furnish ALL information requested and, in the spaces, provided on the offer invitation form.  
Further, if specified elsewhere, each respondent must submit cuts, sketches, descriptive literature, and/or 
complete specifications. Reference to literature submitted previously does not satisfy this provision.  Offers 
in non-compliance with these requirements will be subject to rejection. 

12. In the event any Governmental restrictions may be imposed which would necessitate alteration of the 
material, quality, workmanship or performance of the item offered on this offer prior to delivery, it shall be the 
responsibility of the successful respondent to notify the County Purchasing Office at once, indicating the 
specific regulation which requires such alterations, including any price adjustments occasioned thereby, or 
to cancel said contract. 



C2360-26-011 

Page 4 of 18 
 

13. This agreement shall be governed by the Uniform Commercial Code as adopted in the State of Texas as 
effective and in force on the date of this agreement. 

14. Offers cannot be altered after receiving time. No offer may be withdrawn after opening time without 
acceptable reason and with the approval of the Purchasing Agent. 

15. Offers must be submitted on this form and the envelope must be clearly marked.  Offers will not be considered 
if submitted by telephone, fax or any other means of rapid dispatch, nor will an offer be considered if submitted 
to any other person or department other than specifically instructed. 

16. In the event of a needed change in the specifications sent to the respondent, it is understood that all the 
foregoing terms shall apply to the addendum or addenda. 

18. Any interpretations, corrections or changes to this Request for Proposals will be considered for award. 
Respondents taking exception to the specifications, or offering substitutions, shall state these exceptions in 
the section provided or by attaching as part of the offer.  The absence of such a list shall indicate that the 
respondent has not taken exceptions and Walker County shall hold the respondent responsible to perform in 
strict accordance with the specifications or the invitation. Walker County Commissioner’s Court reserves the 
right to accept any, all or none of the exception(s)/substitution(s) as the Commissioner’s Court deems the 
best value to the County. 

19. Any interpretations, corrections or changes to this Request for Proposals and specifications will be made by 
addenda. Sole issuing authority of addenda shall be vested in the Walker County Purchasing Department. 
Addenda will be posted on the Walker County website under Purchasing and will be emailed or faxed to all 
that are known to have received a copy of this Request for Proposals. 

20. At the request of Walker County, respondent must supply, a list of at least three references, where like 
services have been supplied.  References shall include name of business, address, telephone number and 
name of representative. 

21. Walker County, Texas is exempt from State of Texas Sales Tax and a Tax Exemption Certificate shall be 
furnished by Walker County, Texas to the successful respondent upon request. 

22. All services/products furnished by the successful respondent shall meet all requirements of the Occupational 
Safety and Health Act (OSHA) and Federal, State, and Local requirements relating to clean air and water 
pollution. 

23. In the event any Governmental restrictions may be imposed which would necessitate alteration of the material, 
quality, workmanship or performance of the item offered on this bid prior to delivery, it shall be the 
responsibility of the successful respondent to notify the County Purchasing Office at once, indicating the 
specific regulation which requires such alterations, including any price adjustments occasioned thereby, or 
to cancel said contract. 

24.  The parties may agree to adjust prices periodically to reflect changes in tariffs implemented after the 
Response Due Date that affect the cost of supplying goods under this Contract. Any existing tariffs at the 
time of the response should be considered as part of the response price. To request a price increase related 
to tariffs, Contractor must provide documentation that includes the effective date, amount, and scope of the 
tariffs. Contractor must demonstrate with specificity the effect of tariffs on its necessary and reasonable cost 
of supplying goods under this Contract, including its commercial reasons for using a source subject to tariffs. 
Any adjustment is at Walker County’s sole discretion. If Walker County grants an adjustment related to tariffs, 
Contractor shall monitor tariff levels and notify Walker County within five business days of any reduction or 
repeal. Walker County may reduce or retract a tariff adjustment it has granted at any time by notifying the 
Contractor of the new prices. 

 
D.     FUNDING.  Any resultant contract is subject to cancellation, without penalty, either in whole or in part, if funds 

are not appropriated by the County Commissioners Court. 
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E.    AWARD OF CONTRACT.  Contract may be awarded to one or more respondents in the event the selected 
respondent cannot render the requested services or is unable to fulfill the County’s work demand and/or 
timeframe for any circumstance.  County will award a contract to the next highest-ranking responsible 
respondent. The County reserves the right to establish a contract with the same terms and specifications herein 
with the next lowest responsible respondent. 

 
F. CONTRACT CHANGES.  This offer, when properly accepted by Walker County, shall constitute a contract 

equally binding between the successful respondent and Walker County.  No different or additional terms will 
become a part of this contract without approval by the Commissioner’s Court. All proposed changes to the 
contract must be submitted in writing to the Purchasing Agent and shall become effective upon approval of 
Commissioners Court. No oral statement by vendor or County employee shall modify or otherwise change, or 
affect the terms, conditions or specifications stated in the resulting contract.   

 
G. ETHICS. The respondent shall not offer or accept gifts or anything of value nor enter into any business 

arrangement with any employee, official or agent of Walker County. 
 

H. CONFLICT OF INTEREST, FINANCIAL INTEREST PROHIBITED.   No public official shall have interest in 
this contract in accordance with Vernon’s Texas Codes Annotated, Local Government Code, Title 5, Subtitle 
C, Chapter 171.  Contractor shall ensure (except for eligible administrative or personnel costs) that no person 
who (i) is an employee, agent, consultant, officer, or elected official or appointed official of the Contractor or of 
a subcontractor of Contractor, and (ii) who exercises or has exercised any functions or responsibilities with 
respect to the activities assisted under this Agreement or is in a position to participate in a decision making 
process or gain inside information with regard to such activities, may have an interest in or benefit from the 
activity or have any interest in the Agreement or a subcontract for the Agreement, during the persons tenure 
with Agreement or a subcontract for the Contractor and for at least one year thereafter. Contractor shall apply 
the requirements of this subsection to employees, agents, consultants, officers, and elected and appointed 
official and any subcontractors of Contractor as well as any member of such person’s immediate families, their 
partners, and any organization that employs, or is about to employ any of the above. Contractor shall comply 
with Chapter 171, Texas Local Government Code.  
*The Contractor shall include the substance of this Section in all subcontracts. 

 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST QUESTIONNAIRE. (ATTACHMENT A) 
Effective January 1, 2006, Chapter 176 of the Texas Local Government Code requires that any respondent or 
person conducting business or wishing to conduct business with a county, complete a “Conflict of Interest 
Questionnaire”.  By law, this completed questionnaire must be filed with the County Clerk for the County of 
Walker. The Walker County Clerk’s mailing address is: 1100 University Ave., Room #201, Huntsville, TX  77340 
A person commits an offense if the person violates Section 176.006, Local Government Code.  An offence 
under this section is a Class C misdemeanor. Any questions concerning this form should be addressed to the 
Texas Ethics Commission; 201 East 14th St., 10th Floor; P.O. Box 12070, Austin, Texas, 78711-2070; 1-800-
325-8506; fax 512/463-5777; or web site www.ethics.tx.us. 
 
CERTIFICATE OF INTERESTED PARTIES FORM 1295. (ATTACHMENT B) 
*The Texas Legislature passed HB1295 in their last legislative session which added section 2252.908 to the 
Texas Government Code that now requires that a governmental entity receive a Certificate of Interested 
Parties Texas Ethics Commission Form 1295 before entering into a contract with Walker County. A notice to the 
appropriate local governmental entity that the following local government officer has become aware of the facts 
that require the officer to file this statement in accordance with chapter 176, Local Government Code. 

http://www.ethics.tx.us/
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HOUSE BILL 89 VERIFICATION. (ATTACHMENT C) 
The 85th Texas Legislature approved new legislation, effective Sept. 1, 2017, amended Sept. 1. 2019, which 
amends Texas Local Government Code Section 1. Subtitle F, Title 10, Government Code by adding Chapter 
2270 which states that a governmental entity may not enter into a contract with a company for goods or services 
unless the contract contains a written verification from the company that it does not boycott Israel and will not 
boycott Israel during the term of the contract with Walker County. 

 
I. INDEMNIFICATION.   Successful respondent shall defend, indemnify and save harmless Walker County and 

all its officers, agents and employees from all suits, actions, or other claims of any character, name and 
description brought for or on account of any injuries or damages received or sustained by any person, persons, 
or property on account of any negligent act or fault of the successful respondent, or of any agent, employee, 
sub-contractor or supplier in the execution of, or performance under, any contract which may result from offer 
award.  Successful respondent indemnifies and will indemnify and save harmless Walker County from liability, 
claim or demand on their part, agents, servants, customer, and/or employees whether such liability, claim or 
demand arise from event or casualty happening upon or within the occupied premises themselves or happening 
upon or in any of the halls, elevators, entrances, stairways or approaches of or to the facilities within which the 
occupied premises are located.  Successful respondent shall pay any judgment costs, which may be obtained, 
against Walker County growing out of such injury or damages. 

 
J. TERMINATION FOR DEFAULT.   In the event the successful respondent shall fail to perform, keep or observe 

any of the terms and conditions to be performed, kept or observed, Walker County shall give the successful 
respondent written notice of such default.  And in the event said default is not remedied to the satisfaction and 
approval of Walker County within two working days of receipt of such notice by the successful respondent, 
default will be declared and all the successful respondent’s rights shall terminate.  Respondent, in submitting 
this offer, agrees that Walker County shall not be liable to prosecution for damages in the event that Walker 
County declares the respondent in default. The performance of work under this order may be terminated in 
whole, or in part, by the Buyer in accordance with this provision.  Termination of work shall be effected by the 
delivery to the Seller of a “Notice of Termination” specifying the extent to which performance of work under the 
order is terminated and the date upon which such termination becomes effective.  Such right of termination is 
in addition to, and not in lieu of, rights of Buyer set forth. Walker County reserves the right to terminate the 
contract for default if respondent breaches any of the terms therein, including warranties of respondent or if the 
respondent becomes insolvent or commits acts of bankruptcy.  Such right of termination is in addition to and 
not in lieu of any other remedies which Walker County may have in law or equity.  Default may be construed 
as, but not limited to, failure to deliver the proper goods and/or services within the proper amount of time, and/or 
to properly perform any and all services required to Walker County’s satisfaction and/or to meet all other 
obligations and requirements.  Walker County may terminate the contract without cause upon thirty (30) days 
written notice. 

 
K. PAYMENT/INVOICING. An invoice shall be submitted with the following information: 

1. Name and address of vendor  
2. Name and address of receiving Department 
3. Walker County Purchase Order number   
4. Description of services rendered 
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Payment shall not be processed until service has been rendered and a completed invoice is received by the 
Walker County Auditor's Office.  All payments will be made by check Net 30 days from when the correct 
invoice(s) are received by Walker County. Original invoices can be submitted by email to 
payables@co.walker.tx.us or  mail to:  P.O. Box 1260, Huntsville, TX 77320 or hand deliver to 1301 Sam 
Houston Ave, Huntsville Texas 2nd floor, suite 220, Auditor’s Office. Any invoice, which cannot be verified by 
the contract price and/or is otherwise incorrect, will be returned to the respondent for correction.  Under term 
contracts, when multiple deliveries and/or services are required, the respondent may invoice following each 
delivery, day, or job and the County will pay on invoice.  Prior to any and all payments made for good and/or 
services provided under this contract, the respondent should provide his Taxpayer Identification Number or 
social security number as applicable (W9).  This information must be on file with the Walker County Auditor’s 
office.  Failure to provide this information may result in a delay in payment and/or back-up withholding as 
required by the Internal Revenue Services. 
 
Should your remittance addresses change during this contract, it will be up to the respondent to notify the 
auditor’s office of this change at payables@co.walker.tx.us.    

 
L. TERM OF CONTRACT. The term of this contract shall be from: Date of Award through September 30, 2026. 

This Contract will have four (4) one (1) year renewal options as follows: 
 
 Option Year 1: October 1, 2026 through September 30, 2027 
 Option Year 2: October 1, 2027 through September 30, 2028 
 Option Year 3: October 1, 2028 through September 30, 2029 

Option Year 4: October 1, 2029 through September 30, 2030 
  

This contract may be renewed for four (4) one (1) year extensions, provided both parties agree in writing and 
approval of Walker County Commissioner’s Court is granted. Any extensions shall be at the same terms and 
conditions, plus any written approved changes.  
 
Option to Extend Services: 
In order to address the immediate operational or service delivery needs, the Department may require continued 
performance beyond the Contract Term or any Option Period(s) exercised in this Contract. 
 
The Department may exercise an extension of Services under this Section for a maximum of six (6) months for 
soliciting purposes. Any extension made pursuant to this Section shall be subject to budget approval. 

                                  
M. INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS. The awarded respondent shall furnish a certificate of insurance to the Walker 

County Purchasing Office via email: purchasing@co.walker.tx.us and keep in full force the following insurance 
during the term of this Contract. All insurance and certificate(s) of insurance shall contain the following 
provisions: 
Additional Insured: Name the County, its officers, agents, representatives, and employees as additional 
insured as to all applicable coverage with the exception of workers compensation insurance.  
 
Cancellation, Non-Renewal, Material Change: Provide for at least thirty (30) days prior written notice to the 
County for cancellation, non- renewal, or material change of the insurance.  

 

mailto:payables@co.walker.tx.us
mailto:payables@co.walker.tx.us
mailto:purchasing@co.walker.tx.us
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Waiver of Subrogation: Provide for a waiver of subrogation against the County for injuries, including death, 
property damage,      or any other loss to the extent the same is covered by the proceeds of insurance.  
Insurance Company Qualification: All insurance companies providing the required insurance shall be 
authorized to transact business in Texas and rated at least “A” by AM Best or other equivalent rating service.  
Certificate of Insurance: A certificate of insurance evidencing the required insurance shall be submitted with 
the contractor’s Statement of Qualifications or response to qualifications. If the contract is renewed or extended 
by the County, a certificate of insurance shall also be provided to the County prior to the date the contract is 
renewed or extended.  
1. Statutory Workers’ Compensation in accordance with State of Texas requirements. 
2. Commercial General Liability at minimum combined single limits of ($1,000,000 per occurrence and 

$500,000 general aggregate) for bodily injury and for property damages, which coverage shall include 
products/completed operations at $500,000 per occurrence.   

3. Commercial Automobile Liability at minimum combined single limits of $500,000 per occurrence for Bodily 
Injury and Property Damage, including owned, non-owned, and hired vehicle coverage.   

4. All insurance must be written on forms filed with and approved by the Texas Board of Insurance.   
5. Certificates of Insurance shall be prepared and executed by the insurance company or its authorized agent. 
6. All of the aforementioned policies shall be issued immediately after the respondent receives notification of 

award.  Receipt of the Certificates of Insurance is required before any funds will be released for payment. 
 
Acceptance of proof of insurance supplied by the successful respondent, nor failure to disapprove the insurance 
shall relieve the successful respondent of full responsibility of liability, damages and accidents as set forth 
herein. No additional payments shall be made for any insurance that the successful respondent may be 
required to carry. It is the responsibility of the successful respondent to provide renewals of their insurance at 
expiration during the contract term.  Payments will be withheld until current Certificates of Insurance are 
received. 

 
N. SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS  

* INCLUDE ONLY INFORMATION REQUESTED BELOW* 
 

1. Request for Proposal (RFP) and SOQ must be submitted by mail to: Walker County, 1301 Sam Houston 
Ave., Suite 235, Huntsville, Texas 77340.  RFP must be clearly marked RFP #C2360-26-011-RFP Financial 
Advisor, Attention: Cheryl L. Cowart CTCD, CTCM, Purchasing Office.  RFP must be received on or before 
September 30, 2025 10:00 AM CST. Walker County is not responsible for mail delivery delays.  RFP shall 
include one (1) Original document and three (3) copies with one readable Flash Drive. The flash drive 
shall contain one (1) PDF document that has a table of contents and is indexed, or the saved documents 
shall be organized to replicate an index method. 
 

2. Transmittal letter including: 
A. Brief statement of the firm’s understanding of the scope of the work to be performed. 
B. Confirmation that the firm meets the appropriate registration requirements to practice as a municipal 

advisor with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) and the MSRB, and is subject to 
the regulations and rules on municipal securities activities established by the SEC and MSRB. 

C. Confirmation that the firm has not had a record of substandard work or unethical practices within the 
last five years. 
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D. Any additional services or experiences of the firm which you deem beneficial in acting as Financial 
Advisor to the County. 

 
3. Company Profile: General Information about the firm.  

A.  Name, address and phone number of the firm.  
B.  History of the firm.  
C.  List names and titles of the firm who are directly responsible for financial advisory services.  
D.  Information pertaining to the firm’s compliance with licensing and other requirements of the Securities 

Exchange Commission, the National Association of Securities Dealers and the Municipal Securities 
Rule Making Board.  

E.  References – List of three (3) references of cities or counties for which similar services have been 
provided.  

F. Identify personnel to be assigned responsibility for administering the account (provide resume and 
location for the individual representatives that the firm will assign to the account).  

G.  List the experience of the individuals assigned to the account and placement of debt instruments with 
the TWDB. Please list the work performed, including the dollar amount of the debt issue or other 
financing. Please include the names, addresses, and phone number of contact persons.  

H. Additional services – Describe any other service or experiences of the firm which you deem beneficial 
in acting as Financial Advisor to the County.  

I. Attach a copy of financial advisory services contract proposed by your firm (if applicable). 
 

4.  Experience and Qualifications Describe your firm's qualifications for this engagement. Please provide a 
detailed narrative on your firm's qualifications to serve as financial advisor for the County's financing 
programs. Each of the following issues should be addressed individually.  
  
A. Describe your firm's strengths and analytic capability with respect to providing financial advisory 

services for the issuance of municipal debt obligations of the County. Please explain why your 
strengths and analytic capability are advantageous to the County's financing objectives.  
  

B. Describe your firm’s access to sources of current market information to assist in pricing of negotiated 
sales and information to assist in planning and executing competitive sales; describe your firm's 
financial advisory experience necessary to assist issuers with either competitive or negotiated sales.  

  
C. Describe your firm's experience with federal and Texas law and debt management practice.  
  
D. Describe your firm's experience with similar financing programs for which you have served as financial 

advisor to other municipalities. Give dates and length of service. Describe your role in the program and 
give the name, title and telephone number of persons who may be contacted for reference and further 
information concerning the services you provided.  

  
E. Describe your firm's familiarity with GFOA’s Recommended Practices relating to the issuance of debt 

obligations and the selection of finance professionals.  
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5. Approach to the Work and Understanding of County Needs  
  

A. Outline your understanding of the County's program needs and objectives, including your knowledge 
of financial condition such as reserve history, budget challenges, bonding capacity (current and future), 
local political, economic, legal or other issues that may affect the proposed financing.  
  

B. Describe the steps you would take as Financial Advisor to ensure the bidding process (whether 
competitive or negotiated) renders the lowest interest cost available on the sale date.  
  

C. Describe financing methods and programs that the County does not already utilize that could enhance 
its offerings and ability to meet the increased demand for infrastructure financing, maintain and improve 
its credit ratings and preserve its debt issuing capacity.  
  

D. Describe changes which could be made to existing financing programs that could enhance the County's 
offerings and ability to meet the increased demand for infrastructure financing, maintain and improve 
its credit ratings and preserve its debt issuing capacity.  
  

E. Describe any recent statutory changes and/or legislation necessary to accomplish recommendations 
made for B, C, or D above.  
  

F. Describe any customized financial advisory computer analysis services which your firm has provided 
in the past. Provide information as to the nature of the services and the use of the programs.  
  

G. Describe your contacts and relationships with rating agencies, underwriters and bond counsel.  
  

6. Financial Advisor Fee Proposal.  
  

A. The County requires that payment of fees for services provided in relation to long term debt (bonds, 
certificates of obligation, contractual obligations, etc.) issued by the County be contingent upon debt's 
issuance. A simultaneous sale similarly secured should be billed as one issue. The County prefers a 
fee for requested services related to financings such as commercial paper or leasing programs.   
  
The Proposal should indicate how services not directly associated with the issuance of debt 
by the County would be billed.   
  
County requests that each firm provide fees based on services as outlined in this RFP and SOQ. 
Please provide all assumptions and calculations.  
  
• A base fee + a fee per $1,000 of bonds issued.  Optional: A base fee + a fee per $1,000 of bonds 

issued based on a customary tier structure or by obligation type.  
  

• A flat fee for debt issuances such as commercial paper or leasing programs  
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B. Include with your proposal a maximum “not-to-exceed" price for each debt obligation issuance.  The 
County desires a straight forward and simplified, to the greatest extent possible, “all inclusive” fee 
structure (except for the coordination and preparation of the notice of sale and official statement 
documents, which must be quoted separately).    
  

C. If the applicant is proposing that the County bear the cost of incidental expenses associated with a 
financing, clearly state what type of incidental expenses are proposed for the County to bear. Costs for 
expense reimbursement, if any, are to be clearly itemized. Firms shall include a maximum amount for 
expenses it expects the City to reimburse. Firms should include a comprehensive statement of 
conditions under which EACH identified item of expenses may be billed.  

  
D. No claim against the County shall be made for charges not authorized in writing by the County PRIOR 

to being incurred. For those additional financial services outlined in Section II not related to the 
issuance of debt obligations, completely describe all variable expenses and hourly rates of personnel 
involved in the engagement. The hourly rate structure will only be implemented with prior approval of 
the County and only at the point when actual services going forward can be clearly defined.  

 
7. Additional Information: Submissions shall include:  

A. Conflict of Interest Questionnaire (Attachment A) 
B. Certificate of Interested Parties Form 1295 (Attachment B) 
C. House Bill 89 Verification (Attachment C)  

 
Questions regarding this RFP must be emailed to bids@co.walker.tx.us and are due by  12:00 P.M C.T. on  
October 17, 2025. 
 
O. EVALUATION CRITERIA 

Walker County shall review the Request for Proposal (RFP) and rank according to the following criteria: 
 

Each submittal will be evaluated based upon the following factors: 
 

Experience and Personnel    40 pts. 
Capacity to Perform     40 pts. 
References, Licenses, Certifications   20 pts. 
Total                 100 pts. 

 
Submittals will be reviewed by an evaluation committee. The County reserves the right to request additional 
information from respondents. Award selection will be made to the respondent’s response that best meets the 
needs of the County. 
For this RFP, respondent’s qualifications will be evaluated and the most qualified respondent will be selected, 
subject to negotiation of fair and reasonable compensation.  

 
This Request for Proposal is not to be construed as a contract or a commitment of any kind.  
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REFERENCES 
Each Respondent is to provide a minimum of three (3) verifiable business references within the last three 
(3) years for which the Respondent has performed work. 
1. Company Name:            
 Address:             
 Contact Person:            
 Telephone No.:            
 Brief Description of project:          
              
               

2. Company Name:            
 Address:             
 Contact Person:            
 Telephone No.:            
 Brief Description of project:          
              
               

3. Company Name:            
 Address:             
 Contact Person:            
 Telephone No.:            
 Brief Description of project:          
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ATTACHMENT A 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST QUESTIONNAIRE 

 
H.B. 914, passed during the 2005 Texas legislative session, became effective on January 1, 2006. The bill 
enacts Local Government Code Chapter 176. The bill requires a vendor that wishes to conduct business or be 
considered for business with a Walker County to file a "conflict of interest questionnaire." The Texas Ethics 
Commission (TEC) created the conflict of interest questionnaire (FORM CIQ). 
Section 176.006 requires disclosure of a person's "affiliations or business relationships that might cause a 
conflict of interest." The term "affiliation" is not defined in Chapter 176. However, the general definition of the 
word "affiliation" would mean any association or connection. So, any affiliation, including such things as 
friendship, membership in some group or organization, residence in the same neighborhood, relationship by 
blood or marriage, or any other connection, must be disclosed. 

How to complete the Conflict of Interest Questionnaire Form: 
Each number below corresponds with the number on FORM CIQ: 
1. Fill in the full name of the person (you) who is trying to do business with Walker County. If the business is 

a corporation, partnership, etc., then each person who acts as an agent for the business in dealings with 
Walker County must complete this form. 

2. Check box if the form is an update to a form previously completed. Updates are required by law by the 7th 
business day after an event that makes a statement in a previously filed questionnaire incomplete or 
inaccurate. 

3. Describe how you are affiliated or related to a Walker County employee or contractor with Walker County 
(such as an engineering or architectural firm) who makes recommendations to Walker County on 
expenditures of money. If no affiliation or business relationship exists, state "None." 

4. Describe how you are affiliated or related to a local government officer. If no affiliation or business 
relationship exists, state "None." 

5. Complete this Section by listing name for each local government officer with whom there is an affiliation 
to or business relationship and you checked the "Yes" box in Section 5 A, B, or C. 

6. Describe any other affiliation or business relationship that might cause a conflict. 
7. Signature box. Date and sign the form.  A signature is required from the person completing the form 

even if "None" entered in boxes 3, 4, & 6. 
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ATTACHMENT B 

CERTIFICATE OF INTRESTED PARTIES 
Texas Ethics Commission (Form 1295) 

 
 
Texas Government Code effective January 1, 2016 requires that a governmental entity receive a Certificate 
of Interested Parties Texas Ethics Commission Form 1295 before entering into a contract with Walker 
County. This included new, amended, extended or renewed contracts that meets one or both of the following 
criteria: 

1. Requires an action or vote by the Commissioners Court  
2. Has a value of at least $1 million. 

 
 
Vendor must: 

1. Go to : 1295 Filing Info click on Form 1295 Filings, click on the click here if you do not have a 
user ID and follow the instructions to set up an account. If you already have an account then you 
may log in and proceed with the process.   

2. Submit and print a copy of the form which will contain a unique certification number 
3. An authorized agent of the Respondent must sign the printed copy of the form 
4. The completed Form 1295 must be included with your solicitation when it is submitted to Walker County. 

(Scanning and emailing this form is sufficient for renewals & maintenance of solicitations)  

 

Helpful Tips for completing Form 1295 (Please note this is not legal advice): 
1. Who is the contract with – click “Other Governmental Entity” 
2. Governmental Entity Name – Walker County, Texas 
3. Contract ID Number – This will be the solicitation number and name as specified at the top of 

this document. 
4. Read the Ethics Commissions definition of interested party, controlling interests and 

intermediary interest prior to completing this form. 

Any delay in returning this form will result in delay of approval and/or 
award of the contract. If this form is not returned, Walker County will not proceed with the  
approval and/or award of the contract. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ethics.state.tx.us/filinginfo/1295/
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EXAMPLE:  FORM 1295 
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ATTACHMENT C 
HOUSE BILL 89 VERIFICATION 

 
Prohibition on Contracts with Companies Boycotting Israel 
The 85th Texas Legislature approved new legislation, effective Sept. 1, 2017, amended Sept. 1. 2019, which 
amends Texas Local Government Code Section 1. Subtitle F, Title 10, Government Code by adding Chapter 
2270 which states that a governmental entity may not enter into a contract with a company for goods or 
services unless the contract contains a written verification from the company that it:  

1) does not boycott Israel; and  
2) will not boycott Israel during the term of the contract with Walker County 

 
Pursuant to Section 2270.001, Texas Government Code:  
1. “Boycott Israel” means refusing to deal with, terminating business activities with, or otherwise taking any 

action that is intended to penalize, inflict economic harm on, or limit commercial relations specifically with 
Israel, or with a person or entity doing business in Israel or in an Israeli-controlled territory, but does not 
include an action made for ordinary business purposes; and  

2. “Company” means an organization, association, corporation, partnership, joint venture, limited 
partnership, limited liability partnership, or any limited liability company, including a wholly owned 
subsidiary, majority-owned subsidiary, parent company or affiliate of those entities or business 
associations that exist to make a profit. The law applies to only contracts that are between governmental 
entity and company with 10 or more full-time employees; and have a value of $100,000 or more that is to 
be paid wholly or partly from public funds of the government entity. 

 
I, (authorized official) _________________________________, do hereby depose and verify the truthfulness 
and accuracy of the contents of the statements submitted on this certification under the provisions of Subtitle 
F, Title 10, and Government Code Chapter 2270 and that the company named below:  

1) does not boycott Israel currently; and  
2) will not boycott Israel during the term of the contract; and  

                          3) is not currently listed on the State of Texas Comptroller’s Companies that   
    Boycott Israel List located at: https://comptroller.texas.gov/purchasing  
 

 
 
 
Company Name 
 
 
Signature of Authorized Official                           Date                              Title of Authorized Official 

Any delay in returning this form will result in delay of approval and/or award of the contract. If this form is not 
returned, Walker County will not proceed with the approval and/or award of the contract. 
 

https://comptroller.texas.gov/purchasing
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