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Shown on the cover and copied with permission of the artist, 
Mr. Joseph Polley Paine, is a reproduction of a lithograph 

he did for Huntsville’s Bicentennial in 1976. 
 
 

 
JOSEPH POLLEY PAINE’S “Early Architecture of Huntsville” 

is what the artist calls “Documentary art”. 
 

Across the top is a reproduction of Bollaert’s sketch of Huntsville made in December, 1843. 
Englishman William Bollaert came to Texas, at General Sam Houston’s invitation, to study the 
possibility of attracting immigrants. Bollaert’s diary of his visit to Huntsville read, “Three miles 
brought us to Huntsville, situated on a pine height. This town was commenced in 1836, but made 
little progress until 1842 when Mr. MacDonald gave an impetus to building. On entering the town 
is observed a planter’s exchange, Gibbs Grocery, Huntsville Hotel… Mr. MacDonald, besides a very 
large and comfortable residence, has built a brick store, the upper part devoted to a Masonic 
Lodge. A large brick building for girls and boys schools is now building and many other 
improvements going on.” 
 
 Next in the artwork is the Cumberland Presbyterian Church erected in 1839. The Christian 
congregation purchased the property in 1868.  
 
 The third structure is MacDonald’s (sometimes spelled McDonald’s) brick store and Masonic 
Hall. It was redrawn from an 1844 map of the city. 
 
 The Huntsville Academy, also from the map of 1844, is right of the tower. The structure at 
the left is the third building used as the Walker County Courthouse. This building in 1888, was 
razed by fire. 
 
 The large building facing the right portion of the drawing is the original building in the 
state prison system. The building, along with several others in Huntsville, was “remodeled” or 
“modernized” and the tower was removed. This building was revamped in 1942. 
 
 At the right is Andrews Female College, a Methodist institution built in 1852, which later 
became public school property in 1879 and a frame building was put on the same site. 
 
 Built in the 1840’s, Henderson Yoakum’s home at Shepherd’s Valley was where Yoakum 
wrote his “History of Texas.” The history was published in 1855. Dog run style houses had a hall 
through the center 20 feet wide. On each side of the open hall were two 20 by 20 foot rooms. The 
sills of the hand-hewn logs were sixty feet long and three feet thick. 
 
 Now known as Old Main, the Sam Houston Normal Institute was dedicated in 1890. (Lost to 
fire on February 12, 1982) 
 
 The Austin College building behind the Normal Institute was dedicated in 1851 as a 
Presbyterian school. The Bell Tower shown in Mr. Paine’s Lithograph is now at the Austin College in 
Sherman, Texas and is rung at graduation there. This building was the main structure at Sam 
Houston Normal Institute from 1879 to 1890. 
 
 The final structure in the Bicentennial work is Sam Houston’s home, “Woodlands”, which 
was built in 1847. 
 
 Artist Paine was assisted in his research by Mrs. Josephine Bush, keeper of the books in the 
Thompson Room of Sam Houston State University Library. 
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